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Featured Coins of the Day 


1840-0 F-101 NGC AU58 CAC 10C 1887-S Unlisted PCGS MS65 CAC 10C 1904 PCGS MS64+ CAC G$20 
Gerry Fortin $5000 a $1175 $3650 


1823 PCGS MS62 CAC 50C 1937 PCGS MS63 CAC 50C 1869-S F-101 PCGS EF45 CAC 10C 
AuburnNY Accordian $495 


Gerry's Daily Blog Archives - April 2022 


Saturday April 30, 2022 
The Wait is Over - Eclectic Collection Auction Sale Bidding Opens at 9:00 PM 
and 


Solidly Original Draped and Capped Bust Halves to Consider 


Greetings on the final day of April 2022 and welcome to another Daily Blog edition. Your ongoing visits are appreciated. 


I'll be honest. The gravitational pull from the back acreage is becoming intense. My day started with breakfast and the 
though of sitting indoors and composing yet another Blog edition just did not compute. With bright sunshine and clear 
blue skies, the decision was made to enjoy a brief stroll on the graveled portion of the back trails along with determining 
what improvements are next. Dave Wilkinson is due back today with 14 yards of 1.5" gravel and a single 7 yard load of 
1.5" stone. 


OK, I'm back from the stroll and ready to type for an hour or so before morning shipping kicks in. 
Friday brought another windy and cool day. However, the weather conditions were ideal for gravel sweeping as there was 
zero chance for black flies. The top portion of the driveway was nicely cleaned and looks more inviting to those that visit 


the homestead. This afternoon will probably bring another session. It is that or jumping on the tractor and moving around 
gravel into the trails. Which sounds like more fun to you? 
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Sunday's priority is burning the brush pile as the winds will be perfect at only 8 mph and from the northwest. The 
resulting smoke plume will be blown downhill and not bothering the neighbors. | will share a close up image of the b urn 
pile and location of the forthcoming barn on Sunday morning's edition. 


The Oops department requires a correction on the 1829 LM-6.2 R5 Capped Bust half dime that arrived to the price list 
yesterday. | quickly learned that this piece would be the finest known LM-6.2 and a significant die variety rarity. Further 
inputs indicated that the coin was a 7.x which | verified as 7.1 with only an R4 rarity rating. This is not the first time that 
I've mis-attributed a Capped Bust something and probably won't be the last. The key is a swift correction and 
acknowledgment. 


So onward to the today's main event as I'm out of preamble topics. 


The Wait is Over - Eclectic Collection Auction Sale Bidding Opens at 9:00 PM 


Yes, the wait is finally over for all concerning the Eclectic Collection Liberty Seated Quarter and Other Numismatic 
Properties Sale. Bidding opens this evening at 9:00 PM for a broad range of premium Liberty Seated dimes, the main 
Seated quarter event, along with a fine offering of better date and grade Seated halves. For those that attended the 
Central States show and did not completely spend your coin monies, this auction should definitely have something for 
most collectors of the Liberty Seated series. A 90+ lot auction with reserves totaling $275,000 is certainly noteworthy for 
the Liberty Seated community as many advanced collections are under construction. 


In prior Blog, I've provided a range of auction highlights. Today, let's repost the Eclectic Collection's PDF catalog for 
potential download and enjoyment. 


No Buyer's Fee + Flexible Reserves 


ONLINE 
AUCTIONS 


Integrated Auction & Retail Sales 


Presenting the 
Eclectic Collection 


Liberty Seated Quarter and other Numismatic Properties Sale 
April 30, 2022 — May 7, 2022 


Eclectic Collection 


sa =m | f | Sa "Liberty Seated Quarter 
Z S = and other Numismatic 


(cj 3 -oun aes Hin ‘J Properties Sale" 
ONLINE ; y Starts April 30 - 9:00 PM ET 
AUCTIONS "eters Ends May 7 - 9:00 PM ET 


The Eclectic Collection is releasing its amazing Liberty Seated quarters back into 
the marketplace. Additional GFRC clients have added a host of premium quality 
Seated dimes and halves to make this an exceptional sale. CAC Green and Gold 
approved lots abound for advanced collectors! 


- A9go+ Liberty Seated Coinage Cavalcade Event! 
- Rare Date Carson City Coinage 

= 75% of Lots are CAC Approved 

- All Major Liberty Seated Quarter Die Varieties 
- Old Time Eye Appeal and Originality 


www.seateddimevarieties.com/auction 


Good luck to those who adopt a bold early bidding strategy with robust maximum bids. This approach does have merits. 
Foremost is placing your absolutely best number on a coin and letting that bid ride until May 7 closing hour without any 
anxieties. If the bid holds, then great. If it does not, there is comfort in not chasing a coin beyond your budget. 


Others enjoy the wait and see approach. They examine early bidding results to assess which coins are initially popular 
and devise their bidding plans accordingly. GFRC Online Auctions have become a combination of early finesse migrating 
to brute force bidding during the final hour. From my perceptive, the week's bidding is priceless entertainment as nearly 
all bidders are known to me. I've seen enough bidding patterns in the past year plus to anticipate how certain lots will 
play out. 


This is also a benefit when keeping a company small with the owner in the store. There is a personal touch that is difficult 
to scale. 


OK, enough ramblings on this topic.... | need to get on with the day. 
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Draped and Capped Bust Halves to Consider 


This gallery captures an accumulation of new purchases spanning back to the Whitman Baltimore show and presents 
solidly original Draped and Capped Bust halves. Yes, | was careful with the attribution along with current TPG holders 
more often seen with label attributions. 


We open with a low CAC population 1806 O-112 6 Over Inverted 6 half that screams originality. CAC is tough on Draped 
halves as so many have been enhanced in some form. Truly unmolested surfaces are hard to come by when collecting 
the earliest American coinage. The balance of the display is evenly colored gray with other shades based on the toning 
environment. The late date 1835 is the exception with brilliant luster and attractive coloration. 


Solidly Original Draped and Capped Bust Halves to Consider 


1806 O-112 6 Over Inverted 6, PCGS EF40 CAC 50C 


1814 0-103 PCGS AU50 50C 1818 O-111 NGC AU50 50C 


1814 0-105 NGC EF40 50C 1819/8 O-101 NGC EF45 50C 1835 O-104 PCGS AU50 
50C 
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Wrapping Up The Blog 
The 8:00 AM publishing time is upon me and a reason to wrap up for another day. 


| will be in the office during the morning hours, followed by spending the afternoon outdoors. You are welcome to call or 
text to reserve a coin. Afternoon orders will be responded to after dinner and your patience is appreciated. Gone are the 
days of sitting the Venice condo office for hours on end. I'm back in Maine and an attitude shift is here.... 


Thanks again for checking in at the Blog. 


Be well! 


Friday April 29, 2022 
Wow! An Early Mint State Half Dime Cavalcade! 
and 


Eclectic Collection Auction Sale Bidding Starts Tomorrow 


Greetings once again from a chilly southern Maine homestead and welcome to the Blog. Thank-you for stopping by. 


Yes, the winds continue along with a cold 35F temperature to start a Friday. The wood stove is roaring at a level that is 
unexpected for the end of April. The seven day weather forecast indicates a slight warming trend to come next week. 


Busy is the operative word for the current situation in the Maine office and homestead. It is difficult to continue sitting in 
the office while looking at road sand across the driveway and torn up patches of lawn along the driveway let alone 
working on tree cutting in the new barn area. Yesterday brought a split of time between processing new purchase and 
consignment images plus loading more logs on Kevin's trailer. Several trees were downed and cut before returning 
indoors. 


| hope that the GFRC community continues to enjoy visiting the Blog as a distraction for what is happening to our 
country. Do we need a Ministry of Truth now that Elon Musk has purchased Twitter. Enough said and best to stick with 
sharing a country life and numismatics. 


The first installment of the forecasted consignment wave has arrived. Linda, the Raymond Post Master, and Doug the 
Mailman both made appearances yesterday along with FedEx. Shipments from the Lakeland and AuburnNY Accordion 
Collections were delivered plus some awesome U.S. gold which was secured privately. There is sufficient backlogged 
inventory to keep the 30 Day Price List fresh well into May. | continue to conduct selective buying when the "right" coins 
appear along with supporting consignment proposals. 


On a personal note, the past two months have brought a significant change in diet that has facilitated the loss of 10 Ibs 
as of this morning. Gone are the carbs with a diet that is mostly protein, some fat, and greens/dark vegetables. Snacking 
in between meals is gone. What was so surprising is a reduction in hunger as | removed carbs from a daily intake. It took 
years for the realization to set in that exercise alone will not reduce weight. The elimination of processed foods with 
embedded fructose sugar can bring about substantial changes in well being. Some of the major foods that were 
eliminated from my diet include rice, orange juice, pasta, and of course bread. I'm consuming three eggs per day and 
dark green leafy salads for at least two meals. An assortment of nuts precede the dinner meal. The resulting energy level 
is quite surprising and welcomed. 
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Therefore for those in the community who have not seen me for several months, please don't be surprised when a leaner 
Gerry appears at the next coin show. Rest assured that | am most healthy. Credit goes to Dr. Berg and his 2500 Youtube 
videos that explain all bodily functions on a chemical basis. Once understanding the body's incredible chemistry, it was 
straightforward to make diet changes that reduce insulin production. If you are overweight, please do yourself a favor 
and begin exploring the many Dr. Berg videos as a roadmap for a healthier lifestyle. We truly are what we eat..... 


An Early Mint State Half Dime Cavalcade! 


Today's new purchase gallery showcases a host of new Mint State Capped Bust and Seated half dimes for consideration. 
The choice originality of these upcoming offerings is unmistakable. Included in the group are several better Capped Bust 
half dime die varieties and NGC Fatty holders. All are priced and will post to the price list by end of day. Please feel free 
to tender email inquiries prior to their online posting. 


Wow! An Early Mint State Half Dime Cavalcade! 
1830 LM-1.2 R4 NGC MS65 CAC H10C Fatty 


1838 No Drap PCGS MS65 CAC H10C 1841 NGC MS65 H10C Fatty 
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1829 LM-7.1 R4 PCGS MS63 H10C 1831 LM-1.2 NGC MS63 CAC H10C 1840 No Drap PCGS 
MS63 H10C 


Eclectic Collection Auction Sale Bidding Starts Tomorrow 


Bidding for the long awaited Eclectic Collection Auction Sales arrives tomorrow evening. The premium nature of this 
event should bring about a host of attention. 


Please remember to carefully assess your bidding strategy as GFRC Online Auctions are a bid centric application. Each 
bid is a unique event without a tie back to a bidder number. If you place a second maximum bid on top of an existing 
maximum bid, that action results in triggering your first bid aka. bidding against yourself. | have no plans to honor 
requests to delete earlier bids to enable higher maximum bids. This auction platform has been active for nearly two years 
with ample time for collectors to adapt and formulate bidding strategies. 
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Global Financial News 


U.S. equity markets went for a thrill ride on Thursday as the initial morning market future optimism was crushed by a 
surprise negative GDP report. How can the analysts be wrong by that much? Optimism was quenched followed by 
markets trading flat until a late day buying surge appeared. Yes, | get it. A negative GDP report places pressure on the 
Federal Reserve to slow down interest rate hikes as the last thing the Fed Chair desires is to be known for is excessive 
tightening resulting in a deep recession. 


Though spot gold has taken a spill to the $1900 level, we must view gold pricing in light of the U.S. dollar being at a 20 
year high. The DXY index has reached nearly 104 as of yesterday with the following Seeking Alpha commentary that is 
worth a read. 


The greenback is at its highest level in two decades, climbing another 1% on Thursday to just under 104 in the U.S. Dollar Index, 
marking its strongest level since 2002. The gauge measures the U.S. currency's strength against a basket of other developed 
world currencies, including the euro, yen, Canadian dollar and British pound. In fact, the greenback has advanced 7% since the 
beginning of the year, outpacing many assets from stocks and bonds to gold and bitcoin. 


Commentary: "It's clearly a 'U.S. dollar is king’ world," said Mingze Wu, a currency trader in Singapore at StoneX Group. "The 
dollar will continue to strengthen globally as long as rest of the world does not keep up in matching interest rate hikes." The 
greenback is also getting a haven bid along with Treasuries amid concerns about economic growth and a possible recession. 
Speaking of growth, GDP in the U.S. shrank for the first time since the pandemic, contracting 1.4% in the first quarter (vs. +1.1% 
consensus and +6.9% in Q4). The surprise was exacerbated by a widening trade deficit reflecting supply chain problems, as well 
as lower private inventory investment and fading government stimulus spending. The Fed is still likely to raise rates by 50 basis 
points next week amid strong domestic demand, though Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen has warned of further "large negative 
shocks" that are "likely to continue to challenge the economy." 

Growth vs. inflation: Strength in the dollar is also the result of weaker comparative currencies. The euro has been on the back foot 
due to the war in Ukraine, China's severe COVID restrictions have led to a weaker yuan and Japan's widening policy and trade 
gap has sent the yen into freefall this year. "We had two decades of the benefits of low inflation, but now central banks are trying to 
win back their inflation-fighting credibility," noted Jordan Rochester, foreign exchange strategist at Nomura. "But the ECB is facing 
stagflation and will struggle to keep with the Fed, and the BOJ isn't even coming to the party. With lower exposure to China, and 
lower exposure to Ukraine, the U.S. stands out as resilient." 

We find spot gold quoting at $1918/oz to start the day. Personally, I'm still accumulating $20 Libs and Saints as part of a 
long term program with dollar cost averaging being the strategy. There is just too much economic and geopolitical risks 
these days to not have a physical wealth insurance policy. 

Morning market futures indicate selling when the markets open at 9:30 AM. 

In Asia, Japan closed. Hong Kong +4%. China +2.4%. India -0.8%. 

In Europe, at midday, London +0.2%. Paris +0.6%. Frankfurt +0.8%. 


WTI crude is back to $106/bbI while Bitcoin is stuck in a tight trading range at $39,178. The 10 Year U.S. Treasury yield 
stands at 2.9%. 


Wrapping Up The Blog 


| hope that you've enjoyed today's edition and have an inclination to make a purchase from the GFRC price list. Consider 
buying some gold... 


Today brings an in and out office day as | do plan to start sweeping the driveway road sand while conditions remain 
windy. Otherwise, the black flies will attack with calm conditions and warmer temperatures. The cellphone will be in my 
pocket when not in the office. 


Be well! 


Thursday April 28, 2022 
A Bare Bones Johnny 2 (JD2038R) 
GFRC Buys Out The Washington State Collection Consignment 
and 


Eclectic Collection Auction Sale Bidding Countdown Arrives! 
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Greetings on cold and windy Thursday Raymond morning. How great it is to be back at the homestead! 


The time is 6:00 AM with clear blue skies and hints of color in the front landscaping. Winds are howling over 20 mph with 
little movement in the leafless mighty oaks and maples. The flowering plums are beginning to show their crimson buds 
as a signal that May is approaching. Yesterday brought the first appearance of a red squirrel which is a reminder to get to 
Amazon and order a Gamo 0.17 air rifle to compliment my father's long barrel 0.22 pistol. I'd like to clear out the 
chipmunks and red squirrels quickly to avoid damage to our flower beds. Mainers typically do not plant flowers until the 
second half of May given the chance for a final frost event. 


Yes, the wood stove is burning as the morning temp is a cool 35F. 


Wednesday brought the filing of the barn permit application with the Town of Raymond. The process was straight forward 
given my visit with the code officer and understanding the full compliment of supporting documents. If all goes as 
indicated, the Fortins will be in a position to start the barn construction project by mid-May. In the meantime, more tree 
clearing and wood transfers to Kevin are in the works including another session after lunch today. Following is a 
baseline image of back acreage landscape with hints of color beginning to emerge. How | wish to hold this view of the 
horizon that stretches to the Maine coast through the summer months. However, summer leaves will block a portion 
unless more tree removal occurs. For new Blog readers, the immediate area to the right of the rock wall entrance is 
where the barn will be placed. The large brush pile will be burned this weekend along with the tall pine tree and adjacent 
maples being removed. Please feel free to click the image to access a higher resolution version. 


Wednesday also brought a trip into Windham to retrieve several sold Liberty Seated dimes from the bank vault and a visit 
to Hall Implement to check on Johnny 2. While at Hall Implement, the following image of the new John Deere tractor was 
taken in the rain. Yes, this is a bare bones view of the 2038R without its self leveling front loader, third function 
hydraulics, and rear backhoe. The 220R loader has arrived while the 270B backhoe still scheduled for delivery in early 
June. | checked in with Bob Jackman, the iconic sales manager. He reported erratic spare parts supply shortages 
including oil filters and mower blades along with securing major implements. 


Johnny 2 is an obvious step up in size and power as compared to the current JD2025R. Not evident from the image is 
that the rear fender is about 6" below my shoulder and I'm still 6'2". Note the special radial R4 turf tires as compared to 
the more aggressive R3 tires on the other 2038R on the right. Once the front loader and rear backhoe are mounted, this 
tractor will weight in at over 5000 Ibs. 


A Wet and Bare Bones Johnny 2 (JD2038R) 
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GFRC Buys Out The Washington State Collection Consignment 


Wednesday brought a phone call from the Washington State collection consignor and a buyout offer request. This superb 
consignment is down to eight coins with the consignor wishing to convert funds into GFRC U.S. gold purchases. After 
sharpening my pencil and reviewing the last eight coins, an offer was made and accepted. As a result, those eight coins 
have been re-posted to the top of the 30 Day Price List with lowered offer prices. Most are CAC approved and gems that 
warrant potential attention. 


Following are two important highlight among the eight discounted offerings. The 1837 B-2 Capped Bust quarter has seen 
a significant price reduction and is worthy of your attention if searching for a premium example for type. 


Washington State Collection Buyout Highlights 
1869 PCGS PR66RB CAC 2C 1837 B-2 PCGS MS64 CAC 25C 
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Eclectic Collection Auction Sale Bidding Countdown Arrives! 


After several weeks of anticipation, bidding for the upcoming Eclectic Collection Auction Sale opens in less than 72 
hours. 


This is one of the more substantial GFRC sales with reserves totaling $275,000! Obviously, the sale highlight is the 
Eclectic Liberty Seated Quarter Collection which includes rare dates, high grade gems, and a host of Top 25 Varieties for 
your consideration. Following are six lots that are way cool die varieties. 


Eclectic Collection Liberty Seated Quarter Die Varieties 
1840-O WD Large O PCGS VF25 CAC 25C 1842-0 Small Date PCGS VF35 25C 


1854-O Crumbled Obv PCGS EF45 CAC 25C 1857 Smoking Liberty PCGS AU55 CAC 25C 


https://www.seateddimevarieties.com/Blog_Archives/April2022.htm 10/89 


6/22/22, 8:44 AM Gerry Fortin Rare Coins - Gerry's Daily Blog 


1857 Flying Eagle Clash PCGS EF40 25C 1859 II/Il PCGS MS64+ 25C 


Global Financial News 

Wednesday U.S equities trading saw the major indices closing with slight gains. For example the S&P 500 closed at 4,184 
and up a small fraction. Today's morning market futures are forecasting a recovery day with the S&P up 2% and NASDAQ 
poised for even a stronger advance. Seeking Alpha reports that strong Meta (Facebook) earnings are the basis for the 
relief rally. 

In Asia, Japan +1.8%. Hong Kong +1.7%. China +0.6%. India +1.2%. 

In Europe, at midday, London +0.9%. Paris +1.5%. Frankfurt +1.4%. 

Futures at 6:20, Dow +1.4%. S&P +2%. NASDAQ +2.6%. 


The morning report also finds WTI crude back over the $100/bbI mark with a quote of $102.40. Spot gold has tanked this 
week and is currently quoting at $1891/oz. So much for the move above $2000. Bitcoin remains in its tight trading range 
at $39,613. 
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We find the 10 Year U.S. Treasury yield at 2.81% 


Wrapping Up The Blog 


Now that today's Blog edition is completed, I'm off to the shower followed by preparing shipping for Diane. Afterwards, a 
quick trip to Windham is necessary to secure pre-mixed chain saw fuel and a second diesel container plus a new 
kerosene five gallon plastic can.The kerosene will be used on Sunday to ignite the brush pile. A second diesel container 
is warranted as the Johnny 2 tank holds 8.5 gallons. 


| will be back in the office after 3:00 PM and working on the next new purchases gallery for Friday's Blog edition. 


Thank-you for stopping by. 


Wednesday April 27, 2022 
Buddy's Surprise Gift - We are So Touched by the Kindness 
Diane's Mystery Animal - Porcupine or Fisher Cat? 
and 


Back to My Roots - More Liberty Seated Dimes to Consider 


Greetings and welcome to the Daily Blog on a Wednesday morning. Are we having fun or what after yesterday's mystery 
animal video? 


As you can imagine, the initial days at the homestead are screaming by. Tuesday's outgoing shipment totaled 18 
packages as we cleared out the Florida to Maine transition backlog. There was a 1:00 PM meeting with Alex Siriox, 
Raymond Code Official, that went extremely well. The prepared barn permitting documentation was nearly complete with 
only a truss spec missing. Jeff at Hammond Lumber emailed that document within minutes of the request. Alex 
suggested that I file the permit application online and include all PDF files as attachments. He indicated a two week 
turnaround which is fantastic news. Once today's Blog edition is uploaded, the permit application will be assembled and 
transmitted. 


Tuesday afternoon brought time in the office with the posting of a nice Seated dime lot for everyone's consideration. 
More on this topic shortly. 


Maine weather will be cold and damp during the balance of the week which brings an opportunity to burn multi-year old 
firewood that is hanging out in the garage. 


Later during Tuesday afternoon, an email appeared from Brenda Wyen with an attachment. The May Coin World monthly 
magazine features yours truly in the Editor's Q&A section. Here is the page for those who don't subscriber to Coin World. 
Please feel free to click on the below image to access a higher resolution and readable version. I'm thrilled that Jeff 
Starck captured in writing my early 2000 era vision that handheld electronics would enable die variety collectors to walk a 
bourse without heavy attribution books and the basis for never turning The Definitive Resource for Liberty Seated Dime 
Variety Collectors into a paper edition. 
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Editor’s 
Q&A: 


Gerry F 


by Jeff Starck, 


ford Senior Editor 


and Larry Jewett, 


Coin Word Associate Editor 


GERRY FORTIN 

Gerry Fortin Rare Coins 

This OBA s derived froma recent interview 
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HAVE A QUESTION 
FOR COIN WORLD? 


Email us your question at 
cweditor@coinworld.com 
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Q: When did your interest 
In coins begin? 


When I was a young boy and 
* shoveled driveways up in Maine 
or mowed lawns, I was filling 
«the Whitman blue folders with 


Lincolns and Buffalo nickels. I did not have 
substantial financial means. 1 would go to 
the bank on my bike and get five rolls of 
pennies and search the rolis. I was actually 
a Coin World subscriber from the carly "70s. 

I would read Coin World from front to back 

Girls, electronics, stereo equipment became 
much more important, I just forgot about 
coins until 1988, There was this event in 
my life chat really triggered the passion for 
coins. It was a Christmas Eve and my wife's 
mother gave us a roll of Morgan dollars. My 
wife looked at them and just passed them 
to me. That restarted the passion. The first 
half of 1989, I started collecting Morgans. 


try, I could see the consolidation of electron— 
ics in the handheld devices. It was evident a 
cellphone of a tablet would be much more 
convenient to carry die variety information 
at a coin show rather than heavy books 


I am a student of history, I 
" found myself attracted to books 
on World War I and also the 
+ Civil War, so I read profusely 


on those two historical events, the Civil War 
in particular. When I was thinking about a 
new collectible objective, it was just neru- 
ral to collect coins during the period of the 
Civil War. That led ¢o Liberty Seated. The 
challenge was ¢o make a decision on which 
denomination. [ thought the dimes were 


It was evident a cellphone or a tablet would be 
much more convenient to carry die variety infor- 
mation at a coin show rather than heavy books. 


Within six months, I was thoroughly bored. 
Morgans were not for me. 1 ike more of a 
challenge, so I made a decision to sit down 
with the Red Book and decide on a Liberey 
Seated coiriage series 1 wanted to pursue, 
No surprise I picked Liberty Seated dimes, 
The next step, I joined the Liberty Seated 
Collectors Club 


In 2004, I published, online, the 
" Girst die variety book. It was a 
quite a step personally and for 
tthe industry, because no one 


had thought about not going the hardbound 
book route, For me, it was a natural decision 
because, being in the semiconductor inklus- 


Buddy's Surprise Gift - We are So Touched by the Kindness 


Tuesday also brought a most touching event. Diane and | wish to express our heart felt gratitude to the mystery 
community member who sent a lovely stuffed toy for Buddy the Dog. | was out back in the woods loading logs into 
Kevin's trailer when the delivery van came down the driveway with an unexpected box. Diane opened the box to find a 
large stuff toy with chipmunks hanging out in a tree log. The gift is perfect in all regards and incredibly thoughtful. 


within my budget. I could do a complete set 
of Liberty Seated dimes in Fine 12 condi- 
tion. Also, the Liberty Seated period is re- 
plete with fantastic history. It brings history 
to life. 


ir n starting 
Gerry Fortin Rare Colt 
sol did it come a 


When I was in China, I would 
‘spend the weekends in Shang- 
hai, and Shanghai had two large 
+ coin markets. I started building 


relationships with some of those dealers that 
sold U.S. coins, I would bring over coins for 
these dealets, so I became a part of their sup- 
ply chains. On weekends, I became kind of 
a part-time coin dealer. That was the begin- 
ning of learning how to do business as a coin 
dealer. © 
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In the above image, one can see that Buddy's right rear leg is not touching the carpet. Buddy is a wonderful family 
member and not complaining. He is moving around on three legs and still protecting the house when hearing strange 
noises outdoors. For those who are curious, the LL Bean canvas bag, on the right, contains our shipment packaging 
materials. 


Diane was able to secure a May 25 appointment with the same vet who reconstructed Buddy's left rear leg. She tried to 


convince the secretary to have the appointment be directly scheduled for surgery without an initial consultation as we've 
seen this movie before. 


Diane's Mystery Animal - Porcupine or Fisher Cat? 


Countless emails arrived throughout the day with aid identifying Diane's mystery animal. Nearly all responses were either 
a porcupine or a fisher cat. There were a few other suggestions including a beaver ground hog, and a bear cub. 


My original thought was a fisher cat but very close inspection of the video brought a change of heart to a porcupine. Jim 
Macor also saw the same change of opinion as documented in this morning's early email. 


Morning Gerry! | know you are up early like me and was thinking about that mystery animal again. You are probably writing the 
blog as | write this, so | am changing my answer before | turn in my test. 


| know believe that mystery animal is the North American Porcupine! The coloration looks dark but the animal is in a shadow. The 
silhouette has that strange bump at the end of the back (now | believe laid down quills), and it is a slow moving animal. If it was a 
Fisher Cat, it would have been long gone hearing Diane approach through the trail. 

Now, very interestingly, the Fisher Cat (my first answer) has a unique relationship with the Porcupine. It is the only natural predator 
to the Porcupine. Apparently, it has learned a method (and this seems to be passed on to the young), to bite the face of the 
Porcupine and roll it on it's back revealing the vulnerable underside. So, there is a connection to my wrong answer with what | now 
believe to be the correct answer! 

Thanks Gerry for your wonderful blogs! | look forward to reading them! 

Have a great day! 


Jim 


Eclectic Collection Auction Bidding Opens on Saturday 
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Just a quick reminder that the Eclectic Collection Auction Sale opens this Saturday at 9:00 PM. | sure that many in the 
community will be active bidders. 


Back to My Roots - More Liberty Seated Dimes to Consider 


Following is a solid Liberty Seated dime lot for your consideration. This group contains both new purchases and releases 
from my reference collection. Let's quickly walk through the gallery. 


The 1839 F-104a is from the Col. EHR Green/Eric P Newman Sale. It was the only piece purchased at the 2013 Heritage 
event as | always wished to own an example of the very cool and rare F-104b die state with huge die crack from star 2 
down through the shield and across the 3 digit. The 1845-O presents the last "affordable" grade as only two AU50s and a 
single AU55 (gold CAC in my personal collection). The 1864-S dime warrants attention as there are few survivors this 
choice in AU. The 1884-S is rare in Mint State and has already sold. 


Look for the balance of these new offerings to post to the 30 Day Price List by early afternoon. 


More Liberty Seated Dimes to Consider 
1839 F-104b NGC MS65 10C 1845-0 F-101 PCGS EF45 CAC 10C 


1864-S F-101 PCGS AU53 10C 1884-S F-102 NGC MS63 CAC 10C 
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1838 F-104 PCGS AU55 CAC 10C 1839-O F-101 PCGS VF35 CAC 10C 1861-S F-101 NGC VF20 
10C 


1878 F-109 PCGS MS62 CAC OGH 10C 1887-S F-117 PCGS MS63 10C 


Global Financial News 


Tuesday brought a wide spread sell-off for U.S. equities with the NASDAQ being hardest hit and down over 3.5%. 
Currently, the S&P 500 stands at 4,175 and is close to testing earlier 2022 lows. What is going on? Everyone appears 
focused on Elon Musk's buyout of Twitter with the legacy media in melt down over the thought that Musk might quietly 
censor left leaning opinions. | find this so ironic that some on the opposite side of the political spectrum equate 
democracy with censorship of "dangerous" opinions after experiencing this very fact for six years in mainland China. 


My gut feeling is that the word "nuclear" is being uttered too often by Zelensky, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, and 
Putin staff. As NATO continues to provide the Ukrainians with more sophisticated weapons and media war analysts 
indicating that the current conflict is an opportunity to destroy the Russian army for years, a box is closing around Putin. 
At some point, a caged animal may strike back. Just try to put yourself in Putin's head and think through his dilemma. 
Usage of a tactical nuclear weapon in Ukraine would send Western equity markets into a tailspin, more accurate, a full 
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fledged investor panic. Late last week, | had this very conversation with my financial wealth manager and he completely 
dismissed the possibility and the thought of being more defensive with our account. 


The Seeking Alpha staff are late with their Wall Street Breakfast posting and probably struggling with how to discuss 
yesterday's market drop. They cannot be as direct as | am in the Blog. It is 8:00 AM and I'm hitting the upload button as 
need to get the day started. 


Wrapping Up The Blog 


This has been a long Blog edition and time to move forward with another day. Once the barn permit application is 
uploaded and issued to Raymond Town Hall, | will be heading into Windham and the bank box that houses the core 
Liberty Seated dime collection. There are two sold coins in that box that must be retrieve and shipped to patient clients. | 
will also use the opportunity to visit Hall Implement and check on Johnny2 which should be quietly sitting in their yard. 


Afternoon brings more image processing and hopefully another new purchases gallery display. Life is a continuum, isn't 
it? 


Thanks again for the visit. Be well. 


Tuesday April 26, 2022 
Eclectic Collection Auction Bidding Opens on Saturday 
A New Purchases Stockpile 
and 
What is this Animal? 


| Bre) Corel bom Oxo) Iecela loyal 


"Liberty Seated Quarter 
- and other Numismatic 
Properties Sale" 


ONLINE = 3 Starts April 30 - 9:00 PM ET 
AUCTIONS — cases ggntt = Ends May 7 - 9:00 PM ET 


No Buyer’s Fee + Flexible Reserves 


Integrated Auction & Retail Sales 


GFRC Online Auctions Open 
for Spring 2022 Consignments 


Gerry Fortin 207-329-9957 
gerry@seateddimevarieties.com 
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Greetings once again from the Raymond GFRC office and welcome to the Daily Blog. Thank-you for checking in ona 
Tuesday. 


Today's Blog edition will be fast paced as there are a host of things to get done during the waking hours. The shipping 
queue is stacked with at sixteen packages for Diane to prepare. Kevin Johnson (Diane former paint store partner) arrives 
at 10:00 AM for a trailer load of 8' logs. At 1:00 PM, | meet with the Raymond Code Enforcement officer for a barn 
permitting review to ensure the application is successful on the first try. I'm sure you get the point on how busy the day 
will be. 


| am absolutely thrilled with the news that Elon Musk has purchased Twitter. There is hope for universal free speech 
regardless of party affiliation in our country. Enough said. 


There was much feedback concerning yesterday's Blog and the east coast travel report. Others in the community have 
experienced the same driving conditions with an obvious increase in risky behaviors on the open roads. U.S. traffic 
fatalities are climbing which correlates with high risk driving behaviors and lack of enforcement. Makes sense doesn't it? 
Our U.S. Transportation cabinet head is looking for increased automobile automation as the solution. How many times do 
we need to redesigned our systems to solve a driver compliance with common sense issue? Again enough said. 


I'm certain that many of you are waiting for the next wave of GFRC new offerings. This will be discussed shortly. But first, 
there is a substantial GFRC Online Auction that arrives on Saturday. 


Eclectic Collection Auction Bidding Opens on Saturday 


That is right! Saturday brings the long awaiting initial bidding for a host of fantastic lots in the Eclectic Collection Liberty 
Seated Quarter and Other Numismatic Properties Sale. 


The online auction catalog is fully populated with descriptions and reserves along with a downloadable PDF catalog. All 
the components for your bidding decision and strategy are in place. This auction presents a treasure trove of premium 
lots for the passionate Liberty Seated collectors in our community. 


Here are six lots that warrant a shout out as a reminder of the overall auction scope and quality. 


Eclectic Collection Auction Sale - Notable Offerings 
1868 F-107a NGC MS64 CAC 10C 1840 Drapery PCGS MS63 Gold CAC 25C 


1869 PCGS MS64 CAC 25C 1871-CC NGC F15 25C 
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1873-CC WB-8 R7 NGC AU58 CAC 50C 


A New Purchases Stockpile (and Consignment Wave Arriving) 


The GFRC business model is proving to be a resounding success. Each day brings more new customers via word of 


mouth recommendations. | could not be more pleased. Of course, the ongoing challenge is maintaining a steady flow of 
new offerings to the 30 Day Price List to keep all clients satisfied and frequently checking the website. 


As of this morning, the following image captures the new purchases that are queue for price list posting. This backlog is 


substantial along with at least four incremental consignments and other new purchases that will be arriving this week. 
Included in this image are 40 pieces that just returned from a trip to Far Hills NJ after CAC review. 
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What is this Animal? 


Monday's first activity, after posting the Blog, was a visit to the back acreage trails to assess their status after a long 
winter. I'm pleased to report that all graveled sections held up well with no erosions or signs of washout. That is the good 
news. 


The bad news is that several sections of the ungraveled trails need work for a smooth health walk experience. There are 
three wet sections at the top most portion of the back acreage that need a foot of 1.5" stone to allow downhill water flow 
drainage. The worst situation is at the trail section directly above the natural spring. When Dave Wilkinson and | cut that 
section during dry summer conditions, we did not realize that a depression was left with the left and right banks being 
higher than the trail. This 20" section is a small pond and impassable. The issue can be solved by digging a good sized 
drainage ditch and adding a substantial amount of 1.5" stone to facilitated water flow and drainage. When Dave arrives 
with his excavator for the barn site preparations, we will take the excavator down into that area and install a robust 
solution. 


Diane is loving the trails regardless of several wet spots and plans to walk daily. Monday brought her first walk and an 
interesting iPhone video capture of an unidentified animal. Diane reported that the animal just looked at her and climbed 
the tree in her presence. We need your help to view the video and provide ideas on what this animal might be. Just click 
on the below image to launch Diane's video. 
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Global Financial News 


U.S. equity markets are hanging in there in the face of pending Federal Reserve actions to slow down the economy and 
inflation. How | am watching with interest as government agencies react to symptoms after causing the core issues. 


Over in China, some of the Shanghai citizens are being herded like animals with fencing installed around housing 
complexes where Covid cases have emerged. Those areas are labeled "sealed areas" or "hard quarantined" The Covid 
outbreak has also appeared in Beijing. Can you image the challenge of controlling the movement of millions of people in 
those two massive cities? Watching videos emerging from Shanghai reminds me for the age old saying, as you sow, so 
shall you reap.... 


The day starts with the S&P at 4,296 while the DJIA is at 34,049. Morning market futures are pointing to an initial 
downward bias. 


In Asia, Japan +0.4%. Hong Kong +0.3%. China -1.4%. India +1.4%. 
In Europe, at midday, London +0.9%. Paris +1%. Frankfurt +1.2%. 
Futures at 6:20, Dow -0.3%. S&P -0.3%. NASDAQ -0.3%. 


WTI crude has pulled back a tad to $98/bbI along with spot gold dropping to $1906/oz. Bitcoin continues to trade between 
$38,500 to $41,000. 


The 10 Year U.S. Treasury yield has pulled back to 2.78%. 


Wrapping Up The Blog 
With so much on my plate before the 1:00 PM meeting at Raymond Town Hall, let's wrap up the Blog at this point. 


I'm heading to the shower followed by printing shipping labels for another 7-8 packages. The balance were already 
prepared last evening. 
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Thanks for being part of the GFRC community and visiting the Daily Blog on a regular basis. 


Be well! 


Monday April 25, 2022 
GFRC Maine Office is Open! Sort Of.... 


Greetings from the Raymond, Maine homestead and welcome to the Daily Blog. It is great to be home! 


Though the front yard landscape is barren and the driveway is covered with road sand, I'm still loving the feeling of being 
home and blogging from the Maine office. 


As if the two day drive across 13 states and 1560 miles was not enough to tire a person out, today brings the rebuilding 
of the GFRC office and opening for business. The journey brought a host of observations and one most unfortunate 
event that will take months to repair. Following are those observations and news from the Fortin's weekend drive along 
the U.S. east coast. 


- South Carolina continues to win the award for the most miserable driving state. The antiquated two lane road results in 
a 10+ mile backup in modern roadway Georgia before crossing the border. Once crossing the bridge into SC, accordion 
traffic lasted for much of the 86 miles to I-26 intersection. When driving through an exit/entrance on I-95, the roadway and 
traffic volume is unable to accommodate the on ramp traffic without backing up for several miles. Yes, Spring 2022 
exodus from Florida is the root cause with RVs and snowbirds heading north. 


- Once through South Carolina, the balance of the Saturday drive went smoothly across North Carolina and Virginia. We 
stopped somewhere in Virginia for sleep and then a truly sad event occurred. Buddy the Dog attempted to jump on 
Diane's bed and destroyed the ACL in his back right leg. Once again, Buddy is a three legged dog. This past summer, his 
left rear leg ACL was repaired with a steel hinge. Today, Diane will be heading to the Raymond vet for pain killers and 
promptly making an appointment with the surgeon who repaired his left leg. As you can imagine, Diane and | were first in 
shock believing that the injured leg was the repaired leg and potentially having to put Buddy down. Once our emotions 
calmed down, we realized that Buddy had wrecked his other rear ACL which is repairable. During the balance of the trip, 
Buddy was carried by Diane to open grass for his bio breaks. 


- Young people texting while driving is a chronic issue on roadways. Not matter how many electronic billboards are 
advising drivers to put their cellphone downs, young adults are driving while reading their cellphones, or worst 
attempting to type. | saw this countless times as | was forced to pass drivers on the right and was able to look down into 
their vehicles from the higher Acura MDX ride. These people are simply idiots and totally irresponsible. 


- Reckless driving in NJ, NY, and CT was at a level never seen before. We've grown accustomed to this type of driving on 
I-75 in the Florida Ocala strip and are prepared. We were not prepared for 100+ mph cars weaving through packed three 
lane highways. A pair of young adults on motorcycles passed me on the right and darted in front of me with less than a 
car length of space. Diane and | were in shock as if being part of a Disney thrill ride. High performance cars plus young 
people who believe they are part of a video game is my guess for this behavior. 


- There were no state troopers on the highways. Even heavily patrolled Virginia lacked state troopers. As a result, travel 
speeds are increasing in the passing lane to 80-85 mph being the new normal. 


- Finally, the number of Tesla cars on the road has grown dramatically. Once reaching Virginia, the Tesla density began to 
increase. In New Jersey, there was constant sightings of Tesla Model S and Model 3s everywhere that continues 
throughout New York. 


- Our driving weather was excellent with bright sunshine during both days. We arrived to the homestead at about 7:30 PM 
after a quick stop at Hannafords for some interim groceries to hold us over through today. Winter tree damage is minimal 


though the driveway continues to degrade from frost heaves. Tearing up and removing the current asphalt plus buried 
rocks followed by rebuilding the gravel base, and repaving is a planned 2023 project. 


GFRC Maine Office is Open! 

Yes, the GFRC office is officially open while | unpack inventory and start invoicing weekend Collectors Corner orders. 

A move of this magnitude can sometimes feel daunting between re-opening business operations and seeing the amount 
of spring landscape clean-up that awaits me. Compounding the strain is tomorrow's meeting with the Raymond Code 


Enforcement officer to kick start the barn permitting process. Diane will be attempting to secure an appointment today 
with our Raymond vet for pain killers for Buddy the Dog. 


Wrapping Up The Blog 


Let's skip the Global Financial News segment as equity markets continue to be falling due to Federal Reserve interest 
rate increases to combat inflation. Over in Shanghai, the China Communist Party is beginning to lock residents in their 
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apartment/condo complexes as Omicron is proving to be unstoppable. The death rate is climbing. Most other major 
Chinese cities are in some type of lock down. 


There is little positive news on the horizon to fuel positive investment sentiment. 


There is much to get done today. My first step is get a warm shower followed by unpacking inventory and reconnecting 
batteries to vehicles and the JD2025R. Hopefully, all will start without issues. 


Thank-you for checking in at the Blog. 


Thursday April 21, 2022 
The Eclectic Collection Auction Sale PDF Catalog Arrives! 
and 
GFRC Office is Closed April 22 Through April 24 


Greetings and welcome to the Daily Blog on a Thursday morning. Thank-you for stopping by. 


Today's Blog edition is the last to be published for a few days. With a robust GFRC business and a host of clients, 
consignors, and regular customers to service, I've been working non-stop for weeks without a day off. Starting today, | 
plan to slow the pace and ease into the Maine transition packing duties. 


After publishing Tuesday's Blog edition, | took a hard look at the Hammond Lumber drawings that illustrated the 
completed barn project. One obvious issue captured my attention and was corrected by end of day. What is the issue you 
might ask? 


Maine winter weather can be unpredictable with snow and ice storms bringing snow loads to roof tops. | looked at the 
proposed 5/12 roof pitch with 2x4 truss construction and realized that this approach was marginal. There is no one at the 
homestead during the winter months to shovel the roof too in the event of excessive snow storms. After an hour of 
online reviews for roof truss designs and construction materials, it became obvious that a sharper pitched roof would be 
a better solution along with heftier 2x6 construction. By noon time, a request was issued to Jeff at Hammond Lumber to 
re-quote the barn with a 8/12 roof pitch and attic trusses with 2x6 members. The approach will raise the roof height by 3 
feet and facilitate an above ceiling storage area that can be accessed with stairs. Now | feel better with the overall 
design... 


The Eclectic Collection Auction Sale PDF Catalog Arrives! 


With the Maine transition being just a few days away, the generation of the Eclectic Collection Auction Sale PDF catalog 
remained as the last major project to complete towards gaining peace of mind. As today's Blog is being composed, there 
is a huge sigh of relief. Can you believe that | arose at 3:00 AM to complete and debug the Eclectic Collection Auction 
Sale PDF catalog? That | did! At 3:00 AM, the condo is absolutely quiet with only the distance noise from I-75 traffic to 
keep me company. The quiet time, with no incoming emails or text messages, brought closure to the final Venice office 
deliverable. 


Today's GFRC Online Auction catalog is the largest to date and features a host of premium Liberty Seated coinage 
offerings. Now is not the time to walk through this PDF catalog. Rather, | will be showcasing a steady flow of highlights 
via the Daily Blog during the coming week prior to bidding opening on April 30. 


Please feel free to click on the below auction cover to download a marvelous catalog with the Eclectic Liberty Seated 
Quarter Collection as the center piece and being surrounded by Liberty Seated dime and half dollar offerings from the 
Gerry Fortin Reference Collection, the Saw Mill Collection, and the Oregon Beaver Collection as the other primary 
consignors. | believe you will enjoy the read. 
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No Buyer's Fee + Flexible Reserves 


GFRC i 


ONLINE 
AUCTIONS 


Integrated Auction & Retail Sales 


Presenting the 
Eclectic Collection 


Liberty Seated Quarter and other Numismatic Properties Sale 
April 30, 2022 — May 7, 2022 


Eclectic Collection 


a ay i -\ "Liberty Seated Quarter 
5 SS = and other Numismatic 


(cj 3 - Younes Hin } Properties Sale" 
ONLINE 7 y Starts April 30 - 9:00 PM ET 
AUCTIONS : oes Ends May 7 - 9:00 PM ET 


The Eclectic Collection is releasing its amazing Liberty Seated quarters back into 
the marketplace. Additional GFRC clients have added a host of premium quality 
Seated dimes and halves to make this an exceptional sale. CAC Green and Gold 
approved lots abound for advanced collectors! 


- Ago+ Liberty Seated Coinage Cavalcade Event! 
- Rare Date Carson City Coinage 

= 75% of Lots are CAC Approved 

- All Major Liberty Seated Quarter Die Varieties 
- Old Time Eye Appeal and Originality 


www-.seateddimevarieties.com/auction 


Now that the catalog is posted, | can relax for a hour before shifting attention to organizing and packing the GFRC 
office.....Whew! 


GFRC Office is Closed April 22 Thru April 24 

This is fair warning that the GFRC office will be closed starting Friday morning and through Sunday evening. 

What does a closed GFRC office really mean? Firstly, there will be no shipping. Secondly, a break is being taken with 
respect to the Daily Blog for three days. Finally, the response time to new orders will be protracted as | will not be sitting 
in front of the laptop for hours on end. 

The GFRC office will open on Monday April 25 on a limited basis. Once back in at the Maine homestead, the northern 


GFRC office will be brought online with a late Daily Blog edition followed by unpacking inventory. Shipments will restart 
on Tuesday April 26. 


Global Financial News 

U.S. equity markets were mixed on Wednesday. The DJIA reflected economic optimism while the NASDAQ took a hit due 
to Netflix dropping 35% in a single day. Facebook also dropped as investors are losing confidence in that platform's 
ability to increase subscribers and advertising revenues. 

Today's morning market futures are sharply positive with robust buying forecasted at 9:30 AM. 

In Asia, Japan +1.23%. Hong Kong -1.25%. China -2.26%. India +1.58%. 

In Europe, at midday, London -0.02%. Paris +1.45%. Frankfurt +1.18%. 

Futures at 6:20, Dow +0.58%. S&P +0.77%. NASDAQ +1.07%. 


WTI crude is idling along at $103/bbI while spot gold has lots its momentum for a run at the $2000 level. This morning's 
trading is being conducted at $1947/oz. We find Bitcoin at $41,788. 


The 10 Year U.S. Treasury yield has dropped ever so slightly to 2.87%. 


Wrapping Up The Blog 
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There is little else to be shared at this point. Yes, | will be monitoring emails during the next four days and responding 
when possible. Again, order shipments will restart from the Maine office on Tuesday. 


Please be well during the coming days. | will see you on Monday morning with a warm stove burning in the background 
while overlooking a barren landscape in the front yard. 


Wednesday April 20, 2022 
The Barn Project... 
Final GFRC New Purchases Gallery From Venice Office 
and 


Building the Eclectic Collection Auction Sale PDF Catalog 


Greetings on a Wednesday and welcome to another Daily Blog edition. Your ongoing visits are appreciated. 


The impending Maine transition grows more substantial by the day. Moving a vibrant coin business 1600 miles certainly 
requires careful and diligent planning. The motto no coin left behind is applicable but does not communicate the 
complete story. 


The GFRC brand name has become synonymous with service. Collectors enjoy their GFRC trading experiences due to 
rapid communication and quick shipments. For example, overnight orders were responded to by 5:30 AM today followed 
by breakfast and composing the Blog. The Maine transition requires a careful study of how our service levels are enable 
followed by taking steps for a rapid restart of operation come Monday April 25. 


Just yesterday, all pending consignment and new purchase were 100% photographed as the forthcoming Maine weather 
does not look optimum for outdoor photography. Cloudy conditions and rain will be the rule with day time highs only in 
the mid 50s. A substantial USPS order for padded Priority and Express mailers was placed for Maine office delivery. Let's 
not forget that the change in GFRC shipping procedures took place while in Florida after two gold coins were stolen in 
the USPS system during Q4'2021. The Maine office must be retooled with the right shipping supplies including 
transporting some initial start-up supplies from Florida. 


By end of today, all pending consignments will be entered into the COIN system and each TPG holder tagged for easy 
unpacking. A new consignment wave will start arriving to the Maine office next week, therefore the existing backlog must 
be properly identified and placed at the top of the processing queue. 


A large CAC shipment that was mailed on April 7 will most likely not be ready in time for return to the Florida office. If not 
shipped today, the 40 piece lot will need to be redirected to the Maine office. This is yet another worry that the CAC staff 
properly makes a change to the shipping address. 


If not busy enough, initial discussions have begin with a new client for the next GFRC Online Auctions event. 
Come Friday morning, the GFRC office will be in a hard shutdown. | will not be responding to those last minute special 
requests that typical start with / know that you are very busy but can you do me a special favor..... Sorry, | will not be 


responding to those requests for heroic service. The time has come to take a service break and focus on careful packing 
and closing down the Florida condo. 


The will be no Daily Blog published from April 22 through April 24 as a mental break is necessary. Replies to Collectors 
Corner and regular price list orders will be delayed. The Fortins need some down time to facilitate safe passage to our 
Maine home. Your understanding would be greatly appreciated. 


The Barn Project.... 
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FRONT VIEW 


RIGHT VIEW 


Yesterday brought a call to Raymond town offices and the setting of an April 26 appointment with the code enforcement 
officer. A completed permit application and supporting documentation will be brought to the meeting for the officer's 
review. The wheels of government turn slowly and the last thing | want to learn is that the permitting process is delayed 
due to missing documentation. 


Dave Wilkinson and | are planning to meet at some point next week to walk the back acreage and discuss several 
projects for his trusty excavator. The site preparation efforts should not be underestimated as more trees must be 
cleared followed by a substantial brush burning session before we start digging and moving dirt. Since the homestead 
property slopes downhill, a level 40'x46' land plot must be constructed before digging trenches for cement footings. 
Locating sufficient fill to level out a building spot will need careful thought. 


Final GFRC New Purchases Gallery From Venice Office 
The final new purchases gallery from the Venice office contains some most notable offerings. 


Opening the display is a condition census 1853-O No Arrows Liberty Seated half dime graded NGC AU50 with CAC 
approval. There are only five finer with CAC approval. The next best AU55 is tied up in strong hands leaving only four 
Mint States examples ($20,000+) as possibilities for those that wish to own a top end specimen of this key date. 


The gorgeous 1866 3CN is already sold to a long time GFRC client who acted quickly. The 1880 F-101 dime is the web- 
book plate coin and found in a long gone numismatic holder. Yes, this one is still in an original PCI holder and accurately 
graded. Gem 1883 and 1883 Seated dimes follow, also web-book plate coins. A pricing request has appeared for the 
superb 1908 Barber half while composing the Blog. Finally, the 1907 G$2.5 is a stunning gem with incredible luster. Eye 
appeal is of a much higher grade. 


| will do my best to get some these pieces posted to the price list today along with the Buffalo herd that was illustrated in 
Tuesday's Blog. Descriptions will be on the brief side considering the next major GFRC Online Auctions task. Please read 
on. 


Final GFRC New Purchases Gallery From Venice Office 
1853-0 No Arrows NGC AU50 CAC H10C Fatty 
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1880 F-101 PCI PR63 10C 1883 F-118 NGC MS65 10C 
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1907 PCGS MS64 CAC G§$2.5 Rattler 1912 PCGS MS62 CAC G$2.5 
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Building the Eclectic Collection Auction Sale PDF Catalog 


If not busy enough, today's major task is constructing the PDF catalog for the Eclectic Collection Liberty Seated Quarter 
and Other Numismatic Properties auction sale. 


At this point, the Eclectic Collection auction event offerings are frozen with all descriptions and reserve prices posted. 
Bidding opens on April 30 at 9:00 PM. 


Global Financial News 


U.S. equity market volatility continues on Tuesday with the closing bell ringing gains for the day. We find the S&P 500 at 
4,462 to start the day and continuing to hold that all important 4,400 level touted by the Elliot Wave followers. 


Putin has launched the highly anticipated assault on the Ukrainian Donbas region with the coming two weeks being 
critical for how the war will fair. Equity markets are searching for direction with some type of conclusion to the Russia- 
Ukraine war being necessary. 


Over in Shanghai, Covid lock downs continues with the outbreak death toll at 17 people. The new Tesla factory has been 
closed for three weeks. 


Morning market futures are pointing to a flat open for U.S. equities. 
In Asia, Japan +0.86%. Hong Kong -0.40%. China -1.35%. India +1.10%. 
In Europe, at midday, London +0.37%. Paris +1.19%. Frankfurt +0.86%. 
Futures at 6:20, Dow -0.01%. S&P -0.10%. NASDAQ -0.22%. 


After making a run at the $2000/oz mark, spot gold has retreated and starts the day at $1951. WTI crude remains above 
the $100 mark with a morning quote of $103/bbl. A Bitcoin can be had for $41,566. 


The 10 Year U.S. Treasury yield again stands at 2.9%. 


Wrapping Up The Blog 
There is nothing else to share at that point and time for a morning health walk. 
Yes, | will be in the office the entire day busy as a beaver..... 


Be well! 
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Tuesday April 19, 2022 
Is It True, a Herd of Buffaloes at GFRC? 
and 
GFRC is NOT Attending The Central States Show 


Greetings and welcome to the Daily Blog on a Tuesday morning. I'm glad that you stopped by for another round of 
ramblings. 


What's new? 


Progress is being made with the forthcoming Raymond homestead barn project. We've selected Hammond Lumber in 
Auburn, Maine as the building material supplier. The "barn" is essentially a customized 24x24 standard garage kit that 
has increased in size (24x30) and height (11'). This fact was previously mentioned in the Blog. Yesterday brought the 
arrival of the first round drawings for submission with the building permit application. The structure will be constructed 
on a footing along with concrete slab. As | am learning, the footing is the most critical portion of the project as it will 
support the building walls. Digging out the site and installing panels for pouring the cement footing will take addition 
investigation once back in Maine. 


Today brings a call to the Town of Raymond office for an appointment to meet with the code enforcement officer and 
submission of the building permit documentation. The turnaround time is four weeks thus the need to have all 
documents in proper order. 


Back in Venice, the GFRC office is as busy as ever with another morning of heavy shipping and the return of a lower 
priced consignment lot. Unfortunately, I'm no long in a position to take on a follow-on consignment with a substantial 
number of sub $250 coins. It was mutually agreed to stop the consignment relationship. 


Looking into next week's extended Raymond, Maine weather forecast, the findings are not promising. Clouds and rain 
arrive for much of the week with daily highs only in the mid 50s. The cloudy and wet weather looks to be continuing into 
early May. Diane will be thoroughly miserable after losing access to the warm 80s here in Venice. The wood-stove must 
be cleaned and promptly place into operation upon our arrival. 

As a proactive step, | will be photographing all pending new purchases and consignments while still in Venice. Who 
knows when we will see bright sunshine during Maine spring time? Having a library of images will allow GFRC to 
continue new purchases posting to the price list regardless of poor Maine photography conditions. 


Tomorrow begins the beginning of the GFRC office packing process with the office closed on Friday October 22 through 
Sunday October 24. 


Today brings the final day of regular office operations and the posting of as many new purchases as possible to the price 
list. Wednesday brings a transition day with shipping followed by organizing inventory, new purchases and 
consignments for unpacking in the Maine office. Seth Godin provides some timely wisdom to consider. 

Seth Godin Blogpost - Coiling ropes 

Professionals put things away slowly so that they’ll be ready quickly when needed. 


Investing time now for time later. 


A Herd of Buffaloes at GFRC? 


| was most serious when mentioning that GFRC is expanding its product lines both horizontally and vertically. Today's 
new purchases gallery illustrates this fact with the arrival of a small herd of Buffalo nickels with most being CAC 
approved. Following are accurate images of the pending offerings. I'm finding that photographing nickels to be so 
straightforward as compared to copper and certain silver pieces. 


Is It True, a Herd of Buffaloes at GFRC? 
1917-D NGC AU58 CAC 5C Fatty 1929-S PCGS MS65 CAC 5C 
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1913 Type 1 NGC MS64 5C 1916 PCGS MS64 CAC 5C 1927 PCGS MS62 CAC 
5C 


GFRC is NOT Attending The Central States Show 


I've received several emails from customers wishing to confirm that | am attending the Central States coin show during 
the last week of April. 


| was surprised by this fact and went to the CSNS website to see what was going on. There it is; GFRC is listed as being 
present at Table 1011. 


How did this happen? In past years, David Perkins and | would share a corner booth at the Central States show. It 
appears that David must have submitted the show application with GFRC as a sharing dealer before confirming with me. 


To be clear, GFRC is not attending the Central States coin show as there is too much on my plate with the forthcoming 
homestead activities. 


Global Financial News 


Another U.S. trading day arrives with more negativity. The major indices managed to trim loses by the end of Monday's 
close. However, today's morning market futures are again negative. 


Mortgage rates are moving up and are about to cross the 5% threshold which will slow down the red hot housing market. 
Tepid forward guidance during Q1 earnings reports are also expected to lead to continued volatility during the next 30 
days or so. 
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In Asia, Japan +0.56%. Hong Kong -2.28%. China -0.05%. India +0.08%. 


In Europe, at midday, London -0.52%. Paris -1.18%. Frankfurt -0.96%. 

Futures at 6:20, Dow -0.15%. S&P -0.25%. NASDAQ -0.46%. 

WTI crude continues it recent price recovery at $106/bbl and may be above the $100 mark for the foreseeable future. 
Spot gold also continues to hold its recent gains and starts the day at $1980. Bitcoin has moved back to $40,697. 
The 10 Year U.S. Treasury yield is flat at 2.9%. 


Wrapping Up The Blog 


There is little else to share at this point, therefore best to close and secure one of the last remaining health walks in 
Florida before being subjected to the cold Maine climate. 


Thanks for stopping by at the Blog. Be well. 


Monday April 18, 2022 
Osprey Collection New Purchases to Consider 
and 


Eclectic Collection Liberty Seated Quarter Auction Sale Catalog is Populated 


Greetings on a Monday morning and welcome to the Daily Blog. Our final week in Florida has arrived. 


| hope that everyone enjoyed their Easter weekend. Diane and | spent a quiet two days at the condo and began the 
process of slowly packing for the summer and fall months in Maine. 


Consistent with the forthcoming return to Maine, the GFRC mailing address has been updated across the website and on 
Collectors Corner. All check payments and new consignment shipments must be sent to the Maine address. 


GFRC 
225 Valley Rd. 
Raymond, Maine 04051-6163 


Consignments should be shipped for arrival after April 24th. Presently, | am aware of three consignment shipments that 
are pending the Maine transition. 


What is the present state of the U.S. coin market? Robust best describes the ongoing rejuvenation of collector demand 
for premium coins. Prices, in most cases, continue to increase making for a good news, bad news scenario for 
collectors. The good news is that duplicates and long term holdings are worth more. The bad news is that new 
acquisitions are steadily rising in price. Welcome to an inflationary cycle where the cost of most goods is rising and the 
value of the U.S. dollar is shrinking. 


One of the issues during an inflationary cycle is the fact that historical comparison data is rendered meaningless. For 
example, the website value of our Maine home has jumped by 8% in the last 30 days. Where did that number come 
from? Were there active sales comparisons in the Sebago Lakes region or is Zillow using a standard algorithm? 


The same is true for the coin market. Collectors and dealers are struggling to locate the levels where coins should be 
bought and sold. Past CoinFacts records are becoming more obsolete by the day. As an active dealer, all | can do is trust 
my gut feel for the current market and price coins accordingly. Sometimes, those prices are too inexpensive with multiple 
orders. Other times, the crickets arrive for newly posted coins. 


The reserve setting process for the Eclectic Collection Auction Sale has been particularly challenging. I've done my best 
to set the reserves at what is believed to be a "fair" level. Some might see the reserves as excessive. Believe me, they are 
not and are indicative of where we are headed for the balance of 2022. Inflation is here in a big way with physical assets 
that possess an investment value being in demand. Truly rare coins have more room to run as the U.S. dollar shrinks. 


Osprey Collection New Purchases to Consider 


The past 48 hours has brought the photography of another 30 or so new purchases to prime the pump for this week's 
new offerings. Maintaining a constant flow of new offerings on the 30 Day Price List continues to be the imperative. 
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Following are six important Osprey Collection new purchases while at the Whitman Baltimore show. Yes, my buddy Dan 
is buying gem Liberty Seated dimes on his own and has done well! The 1845 F-105a is a gorgeous piece in new large font 
NGC holder. Look at the strike along with the thick frosted luster. Ditto for the 1853 Hubbed Arrows and Date dime in an 
NGC MS65+ holder with CAC approval. 


What gives with the increasing number of NGC holdered coins on the GFRC website? For those who are not active PCGS 
submitters, you may not be aware that PCGS has lost its operational way with turnaround times of 3+ months. Dealers 
can't wait for three months to have coins graded along with shipment times that are also erratic. As a result of PCGS's 
difficulties, NGC is seeing much more demand and doing a decent job with grading. Given my philosophy of buy the coin 
and not the holder/label, | will continue to add premium coins to price list regardless of PCGS or NGC grading. 


Let's get back to Dan's new gold offerings. The 1843 Dahlonega $2.5 gold piece warrants attention for its rarity and 
higher grade. Next is an 1893 half eagle with gold CAC bean. The rose-gold coloration and uniform luster are ideal for 


inclusion in a type set or whatever reason there might be for acquisition. We wrap up the display with an important 1893- 
CC $10 with CAC approval and a 1902-S $10 that is a gem. 


Osprey Collection New Purchases to Consider 
1845 F-105a NGC MS65 10C 1853 Arrows NGC MS65+ CAC 10C 


1843-D NGC AU55 G$2.5 1893 PCGS MS63 Gold CAC G$5 OGH 
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Eclectic Collection Liberty Seated Quarter Auction Sale Catalog is Populated 

| could not be more pleased (and relieved) that the Eclectic Collection Auction Sale online catalog is close to completion. 
Sunday brought the approval of GFRC's reserve pricing recommendations along with some awesome descriptions from 
Len Augsburger. If having time to spend on the catalog, | suggest that you read each of Len's descriptions and enjoy the 
careful review (at the Whitman Baltimore show display) along with his historical content for the most important lots. 


As of this morning, the auction's reserve prices total nearly $275,000 making this a substantial event with a host of 
premium offerings. Here are four marquee lots that warrant serious attention. 


Eclectic Collection Liberty Seated Quarter Auction Sale Highlights 
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1840 Drapery PCGS MS63 Gold CAC 25C 1871-CC NGC F15 25C 


1875-CC PCGS MS63 CAC 25C 1876-CC PCGS MS66 CAC 25C 


Len's description for the 1871-CC quarter is particularly compelling since he is most familiar with this piece. 


Choice Original, Eclectic Collection This piece is an “old friend,” first exhibited to this cataloger over twenty years ago, shortly 
after being acquired by the Classic Silver collector. This prescient numismatist purchased the coin out of the Heritage January 
2001 sale (lot 6904) for $4,140, and it is safe to say that it will sell for a considerably higher amount in the present sale. Apart from 
the price, the numismatic market has changed considerably since this piece last changed hands. While rarity never goes out of 
style, today’s emphasis on originality and eye appeal is stronger than in previous years, and it is to the collector’s credit that he 
valued aesthetic appeal more strongly than technical detail. The market for Carson City material has also evolved, with Rusty 
Goe’s works in particular drawing attention to this challenging series. As a result, demand for the choicest Carson City pieces has 
exploded, and GFRC is especially pleased to present this premium quality 1871-CC quarter. 


This example exhibits even coin gray toning, with light dirt neatly outlining the figure of Liberty. Similar deep slate patina resides in 


the protected areas, precisely where one would expect on an original piece, throughout the stars, date, legend, and feathers. 
Fields are smooth for the grade, nicer than usually seen for a Carson City piece, which is typically found with rough surfaces. 
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Marks are minimal, and best summarized by the Heritage cataloger, who noted “no mentionable abrasions.” This coin would be an 
attractive example regardless of the date, and, for a Carson City issue, becomes even more so. 


The 1871-CC quarter stands neck and neck with the 1870-CC for rarity, with the mintage figures separated by only a couple 
thousand pieces. A better picture emerges when considering auction appearances. Over the last five years the major auction 
houses have offered 1870-CC quarters a total of 16 times, while the 1871-CC quarter has appeared on only 11 occasions. Quarter 
collectors will discard many of these appearances quickly — the coin offered might not be in the right grade range or might exhibit 
any number of aesthetic issues. Problem-free, collector grade examples such as the present coin emerge rarely, and one must 
strike when the opportunity occurs. This piece was carefully selected by an astute specialist of the series and held for a long period 
of time until an upgraded example was privately made available. This special coin is now available to the GFRC community and 
will no doubt draw considerable attention in the current sale. Housed in NGC Gen 7 (1997-2000) holder. 


Global Financial News 


U.S. equity markets are starting the week on a negative note with not a whole lot to cheer about. Between inflation risks, 
a shrinking workforce, and geopolitical risk in Europe, positive investor sentiment is a rare commodity. 


Spot gold is reflective of the negative equity sentiment and making a run at the $2000/oz mark as the Blog is being 
composed. Gold's strength must be viewed in light of the US dollar index (DXY) which currently stands at 100.58. It is 
common knowledge that a weak dollar is bullish for gold while a strong dollar and high interest rates are bearish. That 
common wisdom is out the door as other factors are driving gold's move to the $2000 level. 

Following are morning market futures: 

In Asia, Japan -1.1%. Hong Kong closed. China -0.49%. India -2.15%. 

In Europe, at midday, London closed. Paris closed. Frankfurt closed. 


Futures at 6:20, Dow -0.22%. S&P -0.40%. NASDAQ -0.53%. 


WTI crude oil pricing is back to $106/bbI. Bitcoin dropped during Easter weekend to $38,904. Are we seeing a rotation 
from digital crypto assets to physical assets like gold and silver? 


The 10 Year U.S. Treasury yield is quoting at 2.9%. 


Wrapping Up The Blog 
That should do it for today with respect to new GFRC news. 


| will be in the office the entire day working on those new purchases images and posting the six Osprey Collection coins 
to the price list. Morning shipping is reasonably strong and will keep us occupied through the noon hour. 


Please remember GFRC if wishing to divest a major collection or duplicates during this robust market cycle. The GFRC 
Online Auctions platform continues to grow its momentum with the Eclectic Collection Auction Sale. Just imagine what 
can be done for marketing your old time collection at very competitive commission rates! 


Thanks again for stopping by at the Daily Blog. Be well! 


Sunday April 17, 2022 
Happy Easter 2022! 
More Special New Purchases to Consider 
and 


Adding Low CAC Population Seated Dimes to the Eclectic Collection Auction 
Sale 
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Greetings on Easter Sunday and welcome to another Daily Blog edition. Thank-you for visiting on this most special 
Christian holiday. Happy Easter 2022 to the GFRC community. 


Memories of childhood days in Lewiston, Maine are particularly vivid as the Blog is being composed. Easter Sunday was 
on par with Christmas for its importance to the Fortin family. The children were given new clothes to wear for attendance 
at Easter Sunday mass. Since growing up without an automobile, the family would walk to Holy Family church nicely 
dressed for the occasion. Back at home, the Easter bunny was busy preparing his baskets with chocolates and candy 
eggs. The Fortin children were required to abstain from any candies during the 40 days of Lent and rewarded with an 
Easter basket after mass. As practicing Catholics, we also did not eat meat on Friday's. Those were simply times in an 
era without computers and the Internet. Our entertainment was a radio, a black & white TV and books. The horrors of the 
Vietnam war and daily body counts, as communicated by Walter Cronkite along with the assassination of President 
Kennedy still remain deep in my psyche. 


Much time has passed since those childhood days with massive technological innovations. Little did | realize that my 
childhood numismatic passion for early date Lincoln pennies and Buffalo nickels would lead to the current GFRC 
business. 


Shifting topics... 


Saturday brought a busy office day followed by drinks and hors d'oeuvres with our favorite neighbors at the Auburn 
Lakes HOA. Jan and Pam are always so delightful! As everyone returns back to their northern homes, the time had come 
to say goodbye. 


Evening time brought the completion of the Eclectic Collection Liberty Seated Quarter Auction Sale reserve pricing 
proposal followed by an issuance to the consignor for contemplation and approval. As the reserve prices were 
researched and formulated, the scope and magnitude of this sale became much more apparent. The Liberty Seated half 


dollar segment is a fitting counterpart for the Eclectic quarters but | found the Liberty Seated dimes module to be anemic. 


Something had to be done to enhance the dime section. Further on in the Blog, you will find two important low CAC 
population additions to the auction that should garner fresh attention. Overall, the Eclectic Collection auction sale will be 
one of the finest on record for the GFRC Online Auctions platform with reserve prices above the $200,000 threshold. 


More Special New Purchases to Consider 


It seems like the new purchases stockpile could last for weeks! 
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Between purchasing that 150 piece collection and aggressive buying at the Whitman Baltimore show, GFRC will be 
rolling out new purchases through the balance of April and well into May. Early June brings the Summer Whitman 
Baltimore show as another opportunity to rebuild inventory reserves. 


Do you need to sell a collection or wish to send along a significant consignment for auction or price list sale? I'm in the 
office every day of the week and pleased to work with you. Of course, the proposed coins must be consistent with the 
current GFRC product offering landscape and values. 


Following are five more new purchases to consider on Easter Sunday. The 1859 Indian cent is a first year issue and super 
type set possibility. The 1864 proof Liberty Seated half brings sharp mirrors and tons of bright light viewing enjoyment. 


The three $10 gold pieces are from the Osprey Collection and should not last too long on the price list. All will be posted 
online later today. 


More Special New Purchases to Consider 
1859 PCGS MS64 1C 1864 PCGS PR65 50C 


1885-S PCGS MS62 CAC G$10 1893-S PCGS MS62 CAC G$10 1910 NGC MS62 CAC 
G$10 


Low CAC Population Seated Dimes for the Eclectic Collection Auction Sale 


lam most pleased to be adding two special Liberty Seated dimes to the Eclectic Collection auction sale. Both pieces 
should garner much attention given their low CAC population status. 
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We open with an unquestionably original 1855 With Arrows dime that is only pop 3 at the MS64 level with three finer. Hard 
to believe isn't it for a "common date"? Let's be clear that the 1855 With Arrows date is far from common at the AU and 
Mint State grades. This date has been poorly served by the price guides that lump it in with the omnipresent 1853 and 
1854 Philadelphia strikes. I've expecting rigorous bidding for this lot. 


How | hate to let the 1868 F-107a dime leave the Gerry Fortin Reference Collection. This one was purchased way back 
during April 1996. At that time, a very young Jason Carter worked at Heritage and would send me shipments on approval 
as he cherry picked the nicest Liberty Seated dimes that would arrive into the Dallas office. | remember receiving the 
1868 dime with a note that said, Just Buy It... CAC population is 1 at grade with five finer. One of the five finer is an MS65 
specimen in my reference collection. Fair warning on this piece. The reserve will be sit quite high given its rarity and 
incredible eye appeal. Bidders will need to pry this one out of my hands with adequate compensation. 


Adding Low CAC Population Seated Dimes to the Eclectic Collection Auction 
Sale 


1855 Arrows Unlisted PCGS MS64 CAC 10C 1868 F-107a NGC MS64 CAC 10C 


Wrapping Up The Blog 


| received a text message on Saturday warning me to not be a "Chicken Little" with the sky is falling Blog commentary. 
The message was in good fun but brought a perspective for how some might view those ramblings. 


Throughout my adult life, | have been most perceptive of global and technological events given years in the 
semiconductor industry and living for extended periods of time in Malaysia, Singapore, and mainland China. Covid-19 
terminated my efforts to grow a GFRC international presence in Shanghai and surrounding provinces. 

Those experiences have shaped me to remain focused globally rather than living in the U.S. clickbait media cocoon. Our 
planet is highly interconnected and what happens in Asia or Europe will eventually impact the States. As an investor and 
business person, staying abreast of global developments and risks is paramount. Therefore, if | communicate a different 
perspective in the Blog, this is the reason why. To date, this operating mood has served me well. 


Again, Happy Easter 2022! Be well... 


Saturday April 16, 2022 
All GFRC Payments Go to Maine Address Starting Monday 


and 
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Greetings on a Saturday morning and welcome to the Daily Blog. 


In preparations for today's edition, I've spent the past hour researching several topics that are becoming disconcerting 
from an inflation and investment perspective. First is the re-emergence of the Avian flu that is spreading quickly 
throughout the United States. Little if any coverage is seen on the major online or cable news networks. 27 states now 
have reported cases with the current crisis being more substantial than that of 2015. The availability of chickens 
(broilers) and higher eggs prices are forthcoming issues. 


Over in Shanghai, lock downs are entering their third week with 300,000 people diagnosed with Omicron. The Shanghai 
government is rapidly converting government buildings, and now residential complexes into quarantine facilities. The 
death rate is not the issue, rather impacts to an already stressed supply chain are growing. Shanghai is a major exporting 
facility along with being a technology hub in China. Several large semiconductor plants operate in the Shanghai Pudong 
technology park. 


There is not need to discuss the Russia-Ukrainian war. However, the sinking of the Russian cruiser Moskva by a 
Ukrainian missile will only escalated the lost of face for Putin. The possibility for further escalations is real given that 
Sweden and Finland are moving towards NATO membership. Putin will grow more isolated as his gambit is failing. A 
corrupt Russian system, including the military, is being witnessed first hand. We could wake up one morning and learn 
that a tactical nuclear weapon has been exploded in Ukraine. | wish not to consider this potential event as an investor. 


Where am | going with this? 
A protracted and uglier war will impact global food supplies given the importance of Ukraine and Russia exports in that 
supply chain. The breakout of the Avian flu in the United States is untimely and will further compound matters. Energy 


price increases are filtering through domestic manufacturing and transport. I'm not optimistic about inflation slowing 
down during 2022. 


Today's gold price quote stands at $1975/oz. My gut feel is that precious metals have incremental upside opportunities 
and will set new highs as global news will continue to be negative. Just twelve years ago the world witnessed the Arab 
Spring uprisings which started in Tunisia and spread through the Arab world. Poor economic conditions are often cited 
as the root cause. Gold is a global store of wealth and highly prized in the developing world. 


In the United States, media attention will remain on the Russian-Ukrainian war and forthcoming mid-term elections. 
Economic and social developments outside the U.S. will be ignored by a clickbait hungry media. However, ongoing 
developments outside the U.S. will eventually have ramifications for the supply chain given the level of goods 
importation. 


Just food for thought as being proactive is a wise approach towards living life. 


All GFRC Payments Go to Maine Address Starting Monday 

Three cheers go out to Diane! 

Diane has worked closely with USPS to configure the GFRC forwarding mail from Venice to Raymond effective April 23. 
She has also confirmed that all mail arriving to the Raymond, Maine post office as of Monday April 17th will be held there 
until our arrival. 

Effective Monday, all GFRC check payment must be mailed to the Raymond, Maine address as follows: 

GFRC 

225 Valley Rd. 

Raymond, Maine 04071-6163 

Diane and | will be shipping as many orders as possible today and during the balance of the coming week on a Quick 
Ship basis. We know our client base well. Your responsibility is to confirm that check payment has been mailed to the 
Maine address. Based on that email commitment, your orders will be promptly shipped from the Venice office throughout 


the week. My apologies to new customers with an unknown order history as we must hold shipments until restarting 
operations in the Maine office on April 25th. 


Also effective today, we will be changing the return address on all shipments to the Maine address. On Easter Sunday, | 
will change the GFRC addresses to Maine on the GFRC website and on Collectors Corner. 


Eclectic Collection Auction Sale Update 
The next 48 hours will bring the completion of the Eclectic Collection Auction Sale online catalog. 


Len Augsburger has committed to wrap up his authoritative descriptions by Sunday for the Eclectic Liberty Seated 
quarters. 
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During the afternoon hours, | will be preparing a reserve pricing proposal for the consignor's approval. Once approved, 
those offer prices will be posted to the catalog. 


The final task will be the construction of the PDF catalog at some point during the coming week. 


Wrapping Up The Blog 


The Saturday morning hours will see the GFRC staff in the shipping department. There are many paid orders and several 
Quick Ships that will be outgoing today. Afternoon brings the careful evaluation of the Eclectic Collection lots anda 
reserve pricing proposal to the consignor. 


With that, | am heading out for an early morning health walk. 


Thank-you for visiting the Blog. Be well. 


Friday April 15, 2022 
Good Friday 2022 Arrives - Are There Modern Day Parallels? 
and 


Unleashing a Host of Significant New Purchases 


Greetings on Good Friday and welcome to another Daily Blog edition. 


My whereabouts at 6:00 AM are predictable. If there was a remote camera in the GFRC office, the feed would show the 
owner sitting at a laptop and attempting to piece together another set of coherent ramblings. Some mornings bring 
unexplained creativity while others bring writer's block. Today is the latter with many items on my mind but none are 
appropriate to discuss or share on this platform due to the fear of offending someone in the visiting community. Isn't it 
interesting that if daring enough to stray away from the numismatic message, there are those that will send emails and 
request my silence since stressing that | am uninformed on the non-numismatic topic. This is a good opening for the 
following thoughts concerning Good Friday and new developments in the social media world. 


Good Friday is a sacred Christian holiday that honors the crucification of Jesus Christ. | remember being a young boy in 
Lewiston, Maine and being a member of the Holy Family parish. In Lewiston, the lives of the French-Canadian working 
class revolved around the church. Elementary and high school years found me in Catholic learning institutions with nuns 
and brothers. The education quality was high along with the learning discipline and morality expectations. Each Good 
Friday, | would attend church and sit through the 12 stations of the cross, a retelling of the scorn and pain endured by 
Jesus prior to being crucified. The entire event is gruesome in modern terms and more than equivalent to torture. Jesus 
gave his life to free the souls of all Christians followed by being raised from the dead on Easter Sunday. 


| can't help but see parallels between the current Easter season and headline news of the week. Yes, Elon Musk has made 
his move with a hostile takeover attempt of Twitter. He sees the present state of Twitter, with a pro-censorship CEO, being 
inconsistent with a functioning democracy. A modern day genius that has revolutionized the global automobile industry 
and space travel immediately becomes the scorn of the liberal media. Fear abounds among those that believe that 
censorship is an important aspect of today's modern "civilized" society. Censorship is well entrenched across a 
substantial part of the globe with Communist China and Russia being most notable along with other smaller actors. Why 
does a takeover attempt of Twitter by Elon Musk bring anxieties to those in our news/entertainment industry? Again, this 
is a risk taking genius that has previously acted on behalf of mankind by providing leadership for the rapid conversion of 
the fossil fuel dependent automobile industry into the Electric Vehicle era. Ditto for the slow moving government 
controlled NASA that had become dependent on the Russian space industry for placing American's in space. One man 
has accomplished both but promptly becomes a target of scorn for his latest initiative. 


Now that this is off my chest, let's return to the Blog's safe space that is numismatics. 


Unleashing a Host of Significant New Purchases 

Photography and image processing were the main events on Thursday along with a host of incoming sales orders. 

The latest GFRC offerings should be signaling a continued migration to higher priced inventory items. How | am enjoying 
the handling of high end two cent pieces and shield nickels within today's gallery as a refreshing learning opportunity. All 
of the pieces in this gallery are new purchases from the Whitman Baltimore show or part of the deal that was purchased 
on Wednesday evening. A conscious effort is being made to expand GFRC inventory on a horizontal and vertical basis. 


Speaking of the really fair purchase deal and Thursday's Blog commentary, | received this email from a long time GFRC 
customer recently turned consignor. 


https://www.seateddimevarieties.com/Blog_Archives/April2022.htm 41/89 


6/22/22, 8:44 AM Gerry Fortin Rare Coins - Gerry's Daily Blog 


Good morning, Gerry. | liked the discussion of your recent purchase negotiations. You are indeed fair. Because you're honest, 
and you view your interactions with clients as win-win opportunities. 


We trained economists always have our antennae up for win-win outcomes. Contrast this win-win mentality with today's political 
world. Regardless of one's place on the political spectrum, most (all?) would agree that a zero-sum transaction mentality 
dominates modern politics: each transaction is a win-lose proposition, with no room for mutual benefit. Reminds me of my days 
living in Ghana as a young man. Each new government that came in would simply throw out everything... EVERYthing that the 
previous government had done or set up. And then start over. Result: never any sustained forward progress. 


You are building your business with a focus on sustained progress. Which means working with, not against, the folks you do 
business with (both sellers and buyers). And it sure is paying off. 


You are invited to review the following new offerings as potential candidates for an advanced collection. Already, the 
1846 Seated dollar is spoken for and is being shipped on approval. The balance of the offerings are free agents with all 
images accurately capturing the strict originality and overall eye appeal except for the 1866 half dime which has been 
dipped. | purchased this one given its key date status and high probability that someone in the audience will need to fill 
that challenging hole in a Seated half dime date and mintmark set. 


If Friday moves along as planned, all of the following coins will be posted to the price list by late afternoon along with 
more lower priced coins to consider. 


Unleashing a Host of Significant New Purchases 
Prices via Email Request 


1867 PCGS MS65+RD CAC 2C 1835 NGC MS64+ 50C 


1846 NGC MS62 $1 1891-O PCGS MS64+ CAC 50C 
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1838 N-2 NGC MS64BN CAC 1C 1834 LM-2 PCGS MS63 CAC H10C 1839 No Drap NGC MS63 
H10C 


1866 PCGS AU58 H10C 1871 NGC MS64 CAC 5C 


1877 NGC PF64CAM CAC 10C 
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Global Financial News 
Since U.S. equity markets are closed for observance of Good Friday, the Seeking Alpha staff has the day off. 


Equity markets gave back nearly all of Wednesday's gains on Thursday with the S&P closing at 4392. European markets 
are incrementally higher as the Blog is being composed. 


Spot gold is trading at $1975/oz and continues to build a new trading range below the all important $2000 mark. The 
following Kitco 5 year chart illustrates that the current gold price breakout is healthy on a technical basis. 
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Wrapping Up The Blog 


Thank-you for hearing me out in today's edition and please monitor the 30 Day Price List for many attractive new 
offerings. 


Wishing everyone a pleasant day in the numismatic neighborhood but let's not forget that the Good Friday observance 
has withstood the test of time. There must be a fundamental reason... 


Be well! 


Thursday April 14, 2022 


Magnificent Liberty Seated Halves Join the Eclectic Collection Online Catalog 


Greetings on a Thursday morning and welcome to the Daily Blog. The numismatic hobby continues to flourish regardless 
of geopolitical events and our insidious inflation. 


All is well in the GFRC office after a long day on Wednesday. One of the products of that effort is showcased next. The 
Eclectic Collection Auction has just acquired a substantial Liberty Seated half dollar module that should bring about 
much incremental attention to the forthcoming event. 

During the afternoon hours, a lovely for purchase shipment arrived via USPS Express. The carrier rang the doorbell, 
placed the package by the door, and ran off. Later, the sender noted that the package had been delivered to a residence 
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in the adjacent town with a different zip-code. He called in a bit of a panic state and was reassured that the Express box 
was Safe in the GFRC office. Why can't USPS workers adhere to normal policies and delivery protocols? 


Continuing on with that shipment, priority was given to the evaluation. After dinner, a email offer was sent to the GFRC 
client with the following response. In the offer email, | explained the differences in his net return if going the consignment 
route vs. a direct sale. 


| think the offer is really fair and we have a deal. 


The operative word in the client's response is "really" which is what I like to see. Yes, a fair and strong offer was provided 
as the client's coins were premium quality and warranted a recovery of much of his purchase price. Half the coins were 
purchased from GFRC and | was pleased to have the opportunity to secure the entire deal. 


When viewing the GFRC business on a long term basis, securing premium coins in a feel good transaction is much more 
important that squeezing out a few more percentage points of profit. Treating people fairly is easy with all parties walking 
away with a warm feeling concerning the transaction. 


Between working up the Liberty Seated half dollar module for the Eclectic auction and doing a new purchase deal, time 
was spent on image processing for the next round of Whitman Baltimore purchases for posting to the price list. I'm about 
70% of the way towards completing that task and will have an image gallery by this afternoon for Friday's Blog edition. 
Aggressive buyers should check the Blog prior to dinner time. 


Magnificent Liberty Seated Halves Join the Eclectic Collection Online Catalog 


I'm continually amazed at how quickly the GFRC Online Auction platform is growing. What started as a single collection 
Seated quarter auction has morphed into a substantial event based on the following Liberty Seated halves that posted to 
the online catalog on Wednesday. Most of the lots have posted reserve prices and complete descriptions. Blog readers 
are encourage to head over to the Auction page and view this surprise addition to the Eclectic Collection Auction Sale. 


We open the Liberty Seated half dollar module with an offering of the finest known 1849 Dramatically Doubled Date (WB- 
6) die variety. Following is the description for this lot. 


Finest Known, Dramatically Doubled Date, Near-Gem Original. One of the legendary die varieties of the entire Liberty Seated 
half dollar series while also being a rarity. Countless die variety specialists have searched for the initially defined 1849 WB-102 as 
listed by the Randy Wiley and Bill Bugert research team. One of the keys in a Seated half dollar die variety collection. All four date 
digits are repunched to the east along with a misplaced 9 digit just below the rocky base between the final 49 digits. A second 
errant 9 is positioned in the denticles below the date. Toned with deep bluish-russet and rose covering the obverse while the 
reverse is lighter gold with blue at the periphery. Unabraded surfaces are essentially at the gem level technically. A single contact 
mark in the field just below the olive stem holds back full gem designation. From the Dick Osburn Collection and long recognized 
as the finest known for this famous variety. Housed in newer NGC holder with edge view insert with Dick Osburn pedigree on the 
label. 


Rounding out the Liberty Seated half dollar marquee display lots is an equally important 1873-CC WB-8 NGC AU58 CAC 
offering. WB-8 is a super cool die variety with an R7 rarity rating by Bill Bugert. The die pairing features a large CC 
reverse paired with an obverse with at least eight errants digits on the rim, base etc. CAC population is two at grade with 
only four finer. This lot brings a noteworthy opportunity for Liberty Seated half dollar collectors to acquire a near 
condition census example along with being a very rare die variety. The reserve has been set at $12,500 and an inspection 
of the CAC population report should explain the basis for that reserve. 


The Oregon Beaver and Saw Mill Run Collections have also contributed incremental lots for the sale. The Oregon Beaver 
lots are being offered with attractive reserve prices for noteworthy premium specimens. 


Magnificent Liberty Seated Halves Join the Eclectic Collection Online Catalog 


1849/1849 WB-6 NGC MS64 50C Ex. Dick Osburn 
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1840 WB-1 PCGS MS65 CAC 50C 1873-CC WB-8 R7 PCGS AU58 CAC 50C 


1842-0 Sm Date WB-2 PCGS AU50 50C 1849 WB-1 PCGS AU58 CAC 50C 1850-O WB-6 NGC 
MS62 50C 
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1851-O WB-4 NGC MS64 50C 1860-O WB-9 PCGS CAC AU55 50C 1875 NGC AU55 CAC 
50C 


1875-S PCGS MS63 CAC 50C 1887 PCGS MS63 CAC 50C 


Global Financial News 


Breaking news.... Elon Musk has made a move to purchase Twitter and take the company private. There is hope for the 
1st Amendment free speech portion of our constitution as Elon Musk steps into the fray. Following is the fresh Seeking 
Alpha headline commentary on the breaking news. 


Tesla founder Elon Musk is offering to buy Twitter for $54.20 per share in cash after a drama-filled two weeks. TWTR shares are 
moving on the latest news, up 12% to $51.30 in premarket trading. The deal would value the company at about $43B and is what 
Musk called his "best and final offer." 


Quote: "Twitter has extraordinary potential. | will unlock it," the Tesla CEO said in an amended 13-D filing. "| invested in Twitter as | 
believe in its potential to be the platform for free speech around the globe, and | believe free speech is a societal imperative for a 
functioning democracy. However, since making my investment | now realize the company will neither thrive nor serve this societal 
imperative in its current form. Twitter needs to be transformed as a private company." 


Musk was expected to join the board of Twitter after disclosing a 9.2% stake in the company, but then turned down the offer, 
leading to speculation he could go hostile. The latest offer represents an 18% premium over Twitter's closing price on Thursday, or 
a 54% premium over the day before Musk began investing in the social media company. 


U.S. equity markets posted strong gains on Wednesday with the S&P rising to 4446. Those that follow the Elliot Wave 
technical analysis have made a point that 4400 is a critical threshold. If the S&P can hold that level regardless of ongoing 
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bad economic news, long term investor sentiment will shift positive and drive the market to the 5000 level by year end. 
Let's hope that this is the case. 


Morning market futures are point to a flat open for today's trading. U.S. stock markets are closed on Friday for 
observance of Good Friday. 


In Asia, Japan +1.2%. Hong Kong +0.7%. China +1.2%. India closed. 

In Europe, at midday, London flat. Paris +0.6%. Frankfurt +0.5%. 

Futures at 6:20, Dow +0.2%. S&P +0.1%. NASDAQ +0.1%. 

We find WTI crude at $103/bbl and spot gold at $1978/oz to start the day. Bitcoin has rallied back to $41,053. 
The 10 Year U.S. Treasury yield is holding at 2.69%. 


Wrapping Up The Blog. 
I'm in need of an early morning health walk before another long office day. Let's wrap up today's edition here. 


Thank-you for visiting all aspects of the GFRC website. Your purchase orders are most appreciated as | need to sell many 
coins before packing the office later next week. Sold coins can be shipped directly to customers rather than being 
transported to Maine. 


Be well! 


Wednesday April 13, 2022 
Maine Transition Planning - 2nd Notice 
and 


Liberty Seated Dimes Join the Eclectic Collection Online Catalog 


| Bre) (are1n om @xe) Deron nle) al 


"Liberty Seated Quarter 


and other Numismatic 
Properties Sale" 


NLIN Starts April 30 - 9:00 PM ET 
Olen gle), Fy : Ends May 7 - 9:00 PM ET 
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No Buyer’s Fee + Flexible Reserves 


GFRC 
ONLINE 
AUCTIONS 


Integrated Auction & Retail Sales 


GFRC Online Auctions Open 
for Spring 2022 Consignments 


Gerry Fortin 207-329-9957 
gerry@seateddimevarieties.com 


Greetings and welcome to the Daily Blog on a Wednesday morning. Your ongoing patronage is appreciated. 


Busy, busier, and busiest amply describes the GFRC and personal life situation. As the GFRC Online Auction platform 
begins to be noted in the numismatic industry, more clients are joining the ranks. As more collectors become aware, 
word of mouth marketing expands on message boards. This was apparent when my favorite wholesaler and good friend 
sent along a link to a series of CAC message board posts concerning the upcoming Eclectic Collection Auction Sale. 
That community is drooling over the magnificent Liberty Seated quarters being offered. 


The first two days of this week have also brought a substantial new purchase opportunity that should arrive to the office 
today. A new consignment proposal was submitted yesterday and will ship to Maine once we are settled there. This 
evening brings a special client review of the Eclectic Collection lots as this individual plans to be a major player in the 
auction. 


Bottomline, GFRC is firing on all cylinders and then some. Why? Quality coins at competitive prices that are fair to 
everyone along with excellent service. A demonstration of GFRC service can be found on Collectors Corner and the 
GFRC feedback rating. I'm thrilled to have one of the highest numerical positive feedback levels of any dealer within this 
marketplace. How did this happen? Why are customers taking the time to add feedback? Simply because they received 
differentiated service at a fair price. They felt compelled to post their satisfaction. 


Let me tell you a story from my days in the Shanghai YunZhou Antique Mall coin market that has stuck with me for years 
and has influenced how GFRC is managed. 


In China, it is typical to see the same type of shops clustered together on a street or in a shopping mall. Jewelry shops 
are clustered together as are electronics vendors, and even auto parts retailers. Given how these shops are co-located, 
one can study those that are successful and those that are just getting by to benchmark and learn their business 
acumen. 


A close Yunzhou friend told me the story of five gold jewelry shops that were located adjacent to each other ina 
shopping mall. One of the five shops enjoyed a constant flow of customers making purchases and/or liquidating their 
gold jewelry. The other four shops saw average to less than average business. The contrast was stark. What was the 
secret of the shop that outpaced the others? The answer? They worked on the lowest margins but enjoyed huge daily 
transactional volumes. Customers felt that they were being given an excellent deal when buying and selling with this 
vendor. Word of mouth marketing spread through that city district and more customers arrived to the point of clients 
lining up outside the shop to gain entrance and conduct business. 


Now you know the GFRC operating secret..... 


There are those dealers that spend heavily on print marketing to attract new customers. GFRC spends very little on 
marketing and will occasionally do a strategic advertisement, for example this Coin World full page ad. 
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No Buyer’s Fee + Flexible Reserves 


GFRC 
) ONLINE 
AUCTIONS 


Integrated Auction & Retail Sales 


Numismatic Innovation with Old Time Service! 


$10,000,000 Consignor Proceeds 


Integrated Auction and Retail Sale Specialist 
Personalized Client Support 


This advertisement was expensive and requires the sale of many coins to cover the cost. The ad proved to be popular to 
the point of being pushed by Coin World marketing sales rep to run the full page ad on a constant basis like GC and 
others that spend heavily on advertising. Unfortunately, those that pursue and solicit me do not understand the GFRC 
low margin/low cost operating model. | would much rather keep my reduced margins via low operating costs rather than 
increase advertising costs commensurate with raising prices to cover the higher operating costs. This simple logic 
benefits clients rather than Amos Press (Coin World publisher). 


OK, I'll step down from the soap box and move on to other topics.... 


Maine Transition Planning - 2nd Notice 

The Florida to Maine transition is rapidly approaching. The overriding goal is to execute the transition to avoid check 
payments from being caught in the USPS forwarding loop. That forwarding loop will bring anguish for customers due to 
shipment delays. Therefore, | need your understanding and help to abide by the following payment mailing schedule. 
Please note that there are only three days remaining for mailing check payments to the Venice office. 

April 16 - Final day for mailing check payments to Venice, Florida address 

April 17 - April 20 - Please hold mailing GFRC payments 

April 20 - GFRC mailing address shifting to Raymond, Maine on website and Collectors Corner 

April 21 - First day for mailing check payments to Raymond, Maine address 


April 22 - 24 - GFRC is Closed! 


April 25 - Gerry hugs his JD2025R tractor... 


Liberty Seated Dimes Join the Eclectic Collection Online Catalog 


Tuesday brought a whirlwind day as a host of new purchases were posted to the price list along with responding to sales 
orders. 


Towards the end of the day, the Liberty Seated dime portion of the Eclectic Collection Auction Sale was added to the 
online catalog. Following are those lots for consideration. There are two important highlights. First is a CAC approved 
1841-0 transitional Large O Closed Bud dime from the Cleveland Collection. This collector recently purchased my PCGS 
AU55 Gold CAC example and has released his duplicate just in time for the auction. Second is a proof like 1852 F-111 
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dime that should garner lots of attention. 1852 dimes rarely come with mirrored surfaces. How | hate letting this special 
piece go. 


Liberty Seated Dimes Join the Eclectic Collection Online Catalog 
1841-O F-101 Large O Closed Bud NGC F15 CAC 10C 1852 F-111 PCGS MS64 CAC 10C OGH 


1847 F-102 PCGS EF45 CAC 10C 1862 F-106 PCGS MS64 CAC 10C 1875-CC IW PCGS AU58 
CAC 10C 


Global Financial News 
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Tuesday's March CPI report arrived at 8.5% which was at expectations. Let's remember that the 8.5% is an average of 
many items that Americans purchase for conducting daily life. Following is an MSNBC screen capture of the headline 
inflation number broken down into specific categories (Bureau of Labor Statistics). Stunning best describes where we 
find ourselves after only 15 months under control of the Biden administration. Operating policies and leadership on 
major problems do matter... 


ANNUAL INFLATION HITS 41-YEAR HIGH 
MARCH CONSUMER PRICES SPIKE 8.5% IN A YEAR 
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Do you remember when we were told that inflation was "transitory" by high paid government officials. Do you think these 
same individuals should be fired after yesterday's report? Of course not. The same individuals who could not model the 
U.S. economy accurately (or did and lied for political convenience) are still running the show. Frankly, | don't believe 
government officials at this point and running with own judgment. 

Given how bad inflation has become, the equity markets are holding up fairly well. Yes, the S&P has dropped to a tad 
under 4,400 and the tech heavy NASDAQ is currently at 13,371. As the Blog is being written, spot gold has moved up to 
$1982/oz and looks to be mounting an assault on the $2000 level. 

Following are morning market futures for those who are accustomed to their presence in this segment. 

In Asia, Japan +1.9%. Hong Kong +0.3%. China -0.8%. India -0.4%. 

In Europe, at midday, London flat. Paris -0.5%. Frankfurt -1%. 

Futures at 6:20, Dow +0.3%. S&P +0.4%. NASDAQ +0.4%. 

WTI crude is back over $100 and quoting at $102/bbl. Bitcoin has slide under the 40,000 mark and is quoting at $39,842. 


We find the 10 Year U.S. Treasury yield at 2.74% 


Wrapping Up The Blog 


This has been a long edition with much personal commentary, so let's end at this point as | need to get on with another 
day in the GFRC office. 


Many thanks for being loyal daily Blog readers. Be well! 


Tuesday April 12, 2022 


Aggressively Working Through the New Purchases Box! 


Greetings on a Tuesday morning and welcome to the Daily Blog. Thank-you for checking in. 
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My day starts on a sad note after watching Shanghai lock down videos. 26 million people are enduring lock downs with 
the Puxi city streets quiet. There are videos of scattered protests and food shop looting. Just imagine that the Shanghai 
government must find ways to provide food for millions of city residents who must remain in their high rise apartments. 
Shanghai residents are use to shopping in the street markets for fresh vegetables and meat and do not stock up large 
freezers as done in the U.S. Many young people simply eat daily at inexpensive street side food ships. Lock downs are 
spreading across China with limited news coverage by western outlets. 


The unfolding events in China should remind all of us about the the power of governments to control their citizenry. 
Enough said. 


Closer to home, the barn project is moving forward with an initial quote for the building material from Hammond Lumber 
in nearby Auburn, Maine. Pete Theberge has lined up a subcontractor to do the concrete slab and footing construction. 
My role for today is to generate a crude drawing of the side walls to locate side entrance door and windows. This will 
allow Hammond to begin drafting architectural drawings for the Town of Raymond permitting process. 


To keep the project as simple as possible, I've decided to customize a standard Hammond Lumber 24x24 garage kit. This 
kit is modeled in terms of material component. Primary changes are a 24x30 footprint and going with 2x6x10 walls to 
raise the ceiling height by two feet. The taller ceiling is necessary for access with the JD2038R and its ROPS safety 
system. ROPS is the tall metal bar above the operator station that protects the driver in the event of a rollover. The front 
entrance will be a single 16" garage door. 


Next on my project list is contacting my buddy Dave Wilkinson to secure his excavator for site preparations. More trees 
need to be cut and stumps removed along with a substantial burning event. Afterwards, the construction site 
preparations including digging out all large rocks down to at least four feet. I'm suspecting that incoming gravel fill will 
be required. This will be a slow process as Wilkinson can only fit a 6 yard dump truck through the stone wall entrance. 


The month of May will be dedicated to site preparation work, therefore the GFRC business will be supported as a best 
effort secondary basis. The next 10 days will be see the roll out of as many new purchases as possible to build up the 
price list going into May time frame. 


Aggressively Working Through the New Purchases Box! 


OK, here comes another round of new purchases for your consideration. Right behind this lot is another 15 piece group 
that was photographed yesterday. 


It should become evident that GFRC is very selective when adding new purchases to inventory. The GFRC brand is 
synonymous with premium quality thus the efforts to locate the highest quality coins possible. When working to locate 
premium coins, | must pay strong prices as there are no free lunches in the current numismatic market. In many cases, 
offer prices will simply be a 10% finder's fee on top of the purchase price. | believe that my expertise and time are worth a 
10% profit for the many service tendered to clients. 


There are some outstanding items in this latest gallery. You will note that GFRC is ramping its proof coinage inventory as 
a first indication. 


Already, several requests for quotation have arrived for the ring toned 1830 JR-2 dime. The 1895-O Barber dime is so 
original at grade and a key date. The 1875-S Seated quarter is a sleeper date with only 20 approved in all grades at CAC. 


This fact places the 1875-S "common date" into the same league as the challenging 1840 Drapery, 1851-O, 1852-0, and 
1853 No Arrows. Please think about that for a moment... 


The 1917 Type 1 Standing Liberty quarter is an exceptional gem. Colorful original toning is the hallmark of the 1869 proof 
half dime. The 1833 Last 3 High dime is the definition of crusty original. 


| will do my best to get this lot posted to the price list today. Quotes are being provided on a first come first serve basis 
via email. My only request is that you respond within an hour to a pricing quote to enable me to quote the next person on 
these coins. 


More New Purchases Arriving to Price List Soon! 
1937 PCGS PF66 CAC 5C 1830 JR-2 NGC MS62 Star 10C 
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1875-S PCGS AU55 CAC 25C 1917 Type | PCGS MS66FH CAC 25C 
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1869 NGC PF64 H10C 1872-S NGC MS66+ H10C 1916 PCGS AU58 5C 


1801 JR-1 PCGS FRO2 CAC 10C = 1833 Last 3 Hi JR-5 PCGS AU55 CAC 10C 1939 NGC PF63 10C 


1901-O PCGS VF25 CAC 25C 1819 0-109 ANACS AU50 50C OWH 


https://www.seateddimevarieties.com/Blog_Archives/April2022.htm 55/89 


6/22/22, 8:44 AM Gerry Fortin Rare Coins - Gerry's Daily Blog 


Global Financial News 

Equity markets were sharply down on Monday and the 10 Year Treasury bond yield continues to rise while an aggressive 
Federal Reserve attempting to tame accelerating inflation. The Russia-Ukraine war and now, the China lock downs will 
continue to impact food, manufactured electronics, raw materials and other goods in the global supply chain. 

Today's CPI report is expected to increase to 8.4% on an annual basis. 

Investor sentiment, at the point, is skewed towards the bears. How can one not feel anxieties concerning investment 
risks? Smart investors see fear and anxieties as an investment opportunity. Bad weather always will pass to reveal bright 
sunshine. 

U.S. equities are forecasted to open at a neutral level based on morning market futures. 

In Asia, Japan -1.8%. Hong Kong +0.5%. China +1.5%. India -0.6%. 

In Europe, at midday, London -0.4%. Paris -0.8%. Frankfurt -1.1%. 

Futures at 6:20, Dow -0.1%. S&P -0.1%. NASDAQ -0.1%. 


WTI crude oil pricing is bouncing around in the mid to high $90/bbI range with today quote at $97. Gold is holding recent 
gains with a quote of $1955/oz. Bitcoin continues to show weakness at $40,165. 


The all important 10 Year U.S. Treasury bond yield has increased to 2.8%. 


Wrapping Up The Blog 


| will be in the GFRC office most of the day other than a quick afternoon haircut. Again, the priority items are posting 
today's new purchase offerings to the price list and adding the Liberty Seated dimes to the GFRC Online Auctions online 
catalog. 


That is certainly enough for one day. 


Thanks again for checking in at the Daily Blog. Be well! 


Monday April 10, 2022 
Eclectic Collection Liberty Seated Quarters Posted at Online Catalog 
and 


More Baltimore New Purchases to Consider! 


Greetings and welcome to the Daily Blog as we embark on another week in a life. Let's be grateful for our health which in 
turns facilitates the pursuit of the numismatic hobby. Thinking about coins is a great stress relief! 


Sunday brought a substantial amount of progress in the GFRC office. It was a slow sales day which was in fact a 
blessing. The quiet time allowed the completion of the GFRC Online Auction posting of the Eclectic Collection Liberty 
Seated quarter lots to the Daily Blog and the online catalog. Now that the images are posted, Len Augsburger goes to 
work with description generation. Bringing the Eclectic Collection Seated quarters to this point takes a load off my mind 
given the short two week window before the Maine transition. 


Also being offered in the Eclectic Collection auction sale are Liberty Seated dime and half dollar lots that will be first 
posted in the Daily Blog as galleries followed by placement into the online catalog. Again, Len will be generating these 
descriptions while | settle down the reserve prices. 
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Sunday also brought the photography of another new purchases lot (12 coins) with much of the image processing 
completed last evening. Yes, all of the above was completed on a Sunday. That is OK as once back in Maine, | will be 
taking Sunday's off to work in the back acreage. So please be prepared for a slowdown in the rate of new purchases and 
consignment postings come the May time frame. 


Eclectic Collection Liberty Seated Quarters Posted at Online Catalog 


| believe that every Daily Blog will agree that the Eclectic Collection Liberty Seated quarter offerings are a magnificent lot 
that will see spirited bidding. Again, the individual pieces were illustrated within Sunday's Blog edition and also posted at 
the Auction link. Just click on the new Eclectic auction banner at the top of the Blog page to view and enjoy these pieces. 


Originality is on full display. For new Blog readers who are wondering how to spot original silver coinage, simply take a 
stroll through the Eclectic Collection as a visual training session. Our consignor should be congratulated for his 
persistence in acquiring Seated quarters with color consistency. 

Some GFRC clients have asked if | will be attending the Central States show and bringing the Eclectic Collection for lot 
viewing. My apologies here as the Central States show timing was problematic with our Maine return, therefore | passed 
on this event. If having questions about certain Eclectic Collection lots, please feel free to call me for a verbal description 
session. Making an appointment would be better given the busy office days. 


Bidding for the Eclectic Collection Auction Sale opens on April 30 and wraps up on the evening of May 7. 


More Baltimore New Purchases to Consider! 
Following a four incremental Whitman Baltimore new purchases for your consideration. These lovely pieces will post to 


the price list today. Three of the four are from the Osprey Collection. We are well aware of Dan White's prowess with 
locating premium pieces for GFRC inventory. If wishing an early price quote, just email me. 


More Baltimore New Purchases to Consider! 
1910-S PCGS AU55 CAC 50C 1802 NGC EF40 $1 


1911-S NGC MS65 CAC G$20 1914-S PCGS MS64 CAC G$20 
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GFRC Online Auctions Seeks June Consignment 

It is not too early to start thinking about the new GFRC Online Auctions event. The new window of opportunity is the mid- 
June time frame. Scheduling GFRC auctions every six weeks or so appears to be a workable pace. If a noteworthy 
consignment is transferred in the May time frame, it can be shared via display at the Summer Whitman Baltimore show. 
Presently, initial discussions are underway with two GFRC clients for the potential sale of existing collections. Where 
those discussions lead to is an unknown. My philosophy is first come first serve with respect to the auctioning of 
substantial collections. | believe that the GFRC auction team is one of the best in terms of service along with being very 


cost effective. Timing is also important as we continue to be in a numismatic up cycle. Selling during periods of market 
strength is always a wise decision. 


Global Financial News 

Global investors are in a sour or risk-off mood as we launch into a new trading week. Morning market futures are a 
consistently red with the most negativity in mainland China and Hong Kong. Why, Beijing's Zero Covid policy results in 
the locking down of many Chinese cities including Shanghai. There will be an economic impact why has brought a soften 
of crude oil prices due to lower energy demands. 

The 10 Year U.S. Treasury yield continues to climb as the Federal Reserve has made it clear that inflation in U.S. public 
enemy #1. The 10 year bond yield has rising to 2.76%. Credit card and mortgage rate will be heading up along with the 
cost of buying a new car. 

In Asia, Japan -0.6%. Hong Kong -3%. China -2.6%. India -0.8%. 

In Europe, at midday, London -0.2%. Paris +0.7%. Frankfurt -0.4%. 

Futures at 6:20, Dow -0.1%. S&P -0.4%. NASDAQ -0.8%. 


Spot gold pricing is the bright spot this morning with a breakout from its recent $1930/oz trading level with $1962 being 
the current price. 


WTI crude stands at $96/bbI while Bitcoin is back down to $41,460. 


Wrapping Up The Blog 


There is little else to share at this point, therefore | am off for a quick health walk followed by the balance of the morning 
in the GFRC office. 


Purchase orders and consignment proposals are always welcomed. 


Thanks for visiting the Daily Blog. Be well! 
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Sunday April 10, 2022 


Eclectic Liberty Seated Quarter Auction Sale Gallery Arrives Today 


Greetings on a quiet Sunday morning and welcome to the Daily Blog. We always appreciate your visits. 


Today's morning Blog will be brief as | spent much of Saturday finalizing the Eclectic Auction Sales images. With relief, | 
can announce that those images are completed and uploaded to the Hostway server. 


Next comes the task of building a huge Liberty Seated quarter gallery that will exemplify the importance of the Eclectic 
auction lots. This task begins promptly after a short health walk and a shower. If all goes to plan, the Eclectic Liberty 
Seated Quarter Auction Sale lots will be illustrated in the Daily Blog and at the Auction link by late afternoon. 


The Liberty Seated dime and half dollar segments, within the same auction, will be forthcoming within the Tuesday and 
Wednesday Blog editions. By Wednesday, the entire auction sale online catalog will be published with images but 
without descriptions and reserves. Those components will be added during the balance of the week. 


My apology for a short Blog edition on a Sunday morning as I'm well aware that many of your start a day with these 
ramblings. With less than two weeks before the Maine migration, wrapping up the Eclectic Auction Sale online catalog is 
taking top priority. Afterwards, the focus shifts to rolling out a constant flow of new purchases. 


Wishing everyone a healthy and peaceful Sunday in your numismatic neighborhood. Please check back later this 
afternoon for a fantastic Liberty Seated Quarter auction gallery. The imagery will be worth the return visit. 


Be well! 


| Brel (are1n Com @xe) Dlerern le) al 


"Liberty Seated Quarter 


and other Numismatic 
Properties Sale" 


Starts April 30 - 9:00 PM ET 
AUCTIONS Ends May 7 - 9:00 PM ET 


GFRC Online Auctions Proudly Presents 
The Eclectic Liberty Seated Quarter Auction Sale Gallery 


1840 Drapery PCGS MS63 Gold CAC 25C 1840-O Drapery Large O PCGS VF25 CAC 25C 
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1857 Rev Die Clashed PCGS EF40 25C 1859 II/Il PCGS MS64+ 25C 
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1870-CC PCGS VF30 25C 1871-CC NGC F15 25C 
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1875-CC PCGS AU55 CAC 25C 1876-CC PCGS MS66 CAC 25C 


1877-CC PCGS MS65 CAC 25C 1889 PCGS MS66 CAC CAC 25C 
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1840-0 Drap PCGS AU55 Gold CAC 25C 1843 PCGS AU55 CAC 25C 1847 PCGS AU55 
CAC 25C 


1847 PCGS EF45 CAC 25C 1848 PCGS AU55 CAC 25C 1849 PCGS EF45 Gold 
CAC 25C 


1851-O NGC AU50 25C 1853 A&R PCGS AU58 Gold CAC 25C 1853 A&R PCGS AU58 
CAC 25C 
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1853/4 A&R PCGS AU55 CAC 25C 1853-0 Filled O PCGS VF30 CAC 25C 1853-0 Filled O PCGS 
EF45 25C 


1853-0 O/Horiz O PCGS VF35 CAC 25C 1853-0 O/Horiz O PCGS VF30 25C 1854 PCGS AU55 
CAC 25C 


1854 Thin Date NGC AU55 25C 1854-O PCGS AU53 CAC 25C 1854 Crumbled Die PCGS 
EF45 CAC 25C 
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1855-S PCGS AU Details 25C 1856 MPD PCGS MS64 CAC 25C 1856 MPD PCGS EF45 
25C 


1856 MPD PCGS EF45 25C 1856 MPD PCGS VF35 25C 1856 PCGS VF35 25C 


1857 Smoking Lib PCGS AU55 CAC 25C 1857 PCGS AU55 CAC 25C 1857-O NGC 
MS62 25C 
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1859 I/| PCGS VF35 25C 1860 II/] PCGS AU55 CAC 25C 1860 II/Il PCGS AU55 CAC 
25C 


1861 II/1 PCGS AU53 CAC 25C 1861 II/II NGC MS64 CAC 25C 1862 NGC AU58 CAC 
25C 


1872-CC NGC G04 CAC 25C 1873 Arrows PCGS MS63 CAC 25C 1874 PCGS MS62 CAC 
25C 


https://www.seateddimevarieties.com/Blog_Archives/April2022.htm 66/89 


6/22/22, 8:44 AM Gerry Fortin Rare Coins - Gerry's Daily Blog 


1875 PCGS AU55 CAC 25C 1876 PCGS MS65 CAC 25C 1876 MPD PCGS AU53 25C 


Ma  — 


1876-CC RPD PCGS MS64 CAC 25C 1876-S PCGS MS64 25C 1876-S MPD NGC 
MS61 25C 


1877-CC PCGS AU58 CAC 25C 1877-S PCGS MS65 CAC 25C 1877-S S/Horiz S PCGS 
MS64 CAC 25C 
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1878 PCGS AU55 CAC 25C 1878-CC Canceled Die PCGS MS63 CAC 25C 1878-S PCGS EF40 25C 


1880 PCGS PR62 25C 1890 PCGS MS65 CAC 25C 


1891 NGC MS65 CAC 25C 1891 MPD NGC AU58 CAC 25C 1891 PCGS AU55 Gold CAC 
25C 
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Saturday April 9, 2022 


Awesome Eye Candy and Rarity from Whitman Baltimore Show 


Greetings and welcome to the Blog on a Saturday morning. | hope that you enjoy this edition. 


Friday afternoon's NNP Symposium presentation is in the history books. | had fun discussing a three decade long 
collecting journey and believe that most attendees enjoyed the event. Throughout the presentation, there was an attempt 
to drive home a key point. 


When collecting, buy coins and not TPG labels..... 


Unfortunately, David Hall's brilliance, when launching the Set Registry concept, has impacted the way many collectors 
collect. Set Registry leader boards become an passion onto themselves. These leader boards can become most 
addicting with huge sums of money spent to attain the title of "finest" collection of all time. But who is the judge? Of 
course, it is PCGS or NGC. 


Just stop for a moment and consider the number of problem coins that find their way into PCGS and NGC holders since 
launching their services in the late 1980s. These are the same organizations that are trusted to be the ultimate judge of 
who has the "finest" collection. | hope that my point is being made as | could go on and on about modern coins with 
MS69 or MS70 designation. Few people can tell the difference, maybe even the graders if resubmitted as a test of grading 
repeatability. 


At the end of the NNP Q&A session, someone asked the question of whether | would consider placing MS68 graded 
pieces in my Seated dime set. This person obviously did not capture my point. Rather than go down a rabbit's hole, an 
alternate response was given and the session ended. 


Please don't get me wrong. The TPG have brought huge benefits to our cherished hobby. They weed out the most 
offensive coins and counterfeits as their primary service. But we must realize that the TPGs are in the hobby as a profit 
center with shareholders. For profit companies must be accountable to their shareholders else they cease to exist. The 
rise of CAC in the mid-1990s was a respond to out of control grade inflation by the TPGs toward stimulating 
resubmissions. In the early years, NGC grading standards were more favorable than PCGS, most likely to gain 
marketshare. These are the same firms that act as the judges for set registry. 


So carefully buy coins and view TPG labels as only an opinion...... 

Let's move on to another thought provoking blogpost from Seth Godin. | suggest that you read through his post several 
times and closely pay attention to the final sentence. Yes, in today's modern consumerism life, it is becoming more 
difficult to find satisfaction and joy. One must be cognizant of this fact and work overtime to be happy. 

Seth Godin Blogpost - Convenience and boredom 


The last fifty years have seen a worldwide effort to maximize one and eliminate the other. 


Marketers and technologists work overtime to create convenience. We've gone from hunting and growing our food to pressing 
three buttons on a phone to getit... 


And the cost of that convenience is high. We give up privacy, control and satisfaction to get it, in every corner of our lives. 


At the same time, the market has figured out that we simply don’t like to be bored. And so there’s more stimulation, more options 
and more noise than ever before. 
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The problem is that boredom is a partner with satisfaction and joy. It’s hard to overstimulate ourselves into those feelings. 


Awesome Eye Candy and Rarity from Whitman Baltimore Show 


The following gallery is one of many that will be forthcoming during the upcoming weeks. I'm working diligently to 
balance time on the Eclectic Auction Sale preparations while still rolling out new purchases. 


Today's offerings feature a combination of eye appeal and rarity. The 1931 Mercury dime is a monster piece and will have 
a strong eye appeal premium. Pricing these types of coins is an art and not a rote exercise of opening a price guide. I'm 
offering this piece at a 10% finder's fee above my cost. Yes, | paid strong as this coin's eye appeal is off the charts. 


The 1803/2 and 1834 $5 gold pieces fall in the rarity category. Neither will be inexpensive but once purchased, will be 
thoroughly enjoyed for years to come. 


For those on a limited budget, the 1897 dime and 1849-O $1 gold piece are compelling values for their eye appeal. 


Hopefully, all of these pieces will be posted to the price list by end of day. | can supply quotes via email in the meantime. 


Awesome Eye Candy and Rarity from Whitman Baltimore Show 
1931 PCGS MS66FB CAC 10C 1842 PCGS AU50 $1 


1877-S PCGS MS64 CAC T$1 1885-CC PCGS MS64 CAC $1 
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1803/2 NGC EF45 CAC G$5 1834 Script 9 Crosslet 4 NGC EF45 CAC G$5 


1897 PCGS MS63 CAC 10C 1849-O NGC VF35 G$1 1872 PCGS AU53 G$1 


https://www.seateddimevarieties.com/Blog_Archives/April2022.htm 71/89 


6/22/22, 8:44 AM Gerry Fortin Rare Coins - Gerry's Daily Blog 


aia wa 


Wrapping Up The Blog 

Next week, | plan to discuss a serious topic that is developing in our midst. Most would ignore this topic and simply let it 
play out with its potential repercussions. Might | suggest that you google the term "blind ambition" to get a sense of what 
lam alluding too? 


Otherwise, | wish everyone a pleasant weekend in your numismatic neighborhood. Be well! 


Friday April 8, 2022 
It's Maine Transition Planning Time! 
And maybe it's enough... 
and 
Gerry's NNP Presentation at 4:00 PM ET 


Greetings on a Friday morning and welcome again to the Daily Blog. Where in the world did the week go? 
Let's see, what can | possibly discuss today? 


The numismatic hobby obviously remains robust after the Baltimore show. | was able to post some new purchases to the 
30 Day Price List on Thursday and viola, email and phone orders instantaneous appeared. Those postings are just the 
micro-tip of the iceberg that is waiting for prime time showing. Rather than attempt to describe the amount of new 
inventory, a picture is worth a thousand words, right? 


For fun and giggles, this photo captures Baltimore new purchases, consignments, and the lots in the Eclectic Auction 
Sale. The image will certainly not win a photography award but should help explain those feelings of being overwhelmed 
on Monday. 
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It's Maine Transition Planning Time! 

Holy crap! There are only two weeks remaining in the Venice office as a result of our decision to advance the Maine 
return by a week. Transition planning must get done pronto. Following is the first pass schedule for converting the GFRC 
check payment destination from Venice, Florida to Raymond, Maine. 

April 16 - Final day for mailing check payments to Venice, Florida address 

April 17 - April 20 - Please hold mailing GFRC payments 

April 20 - GFRC mailing address shifting to Raymond, Maine on website and Collectors Corner 

April 21 - First day for mailing check payments to Raymond, Maine address 


April 22 - 24 - GFRC is Closed! 


April 25 - Gerry hugs his JD2025R tractor... 


A lifetime is a precious commodity and always much too brief. Seth Godin ponders the topic and provides sterling advice 
that | plan to follow once back in Maine. Gerry's tractor time meme will see frequent Daily Blog usage during the coming 
months as attention shifts to the back acreage and barn building project. I'm taking the following Godin advice to heart. 


Seth Godin Blogpost - And maybe it's enough... 
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To feel sufficient, to be satisfied with what we have: Chisoku in Japanese. 


Of course, by some measures, there’s never enough. We can always come up with a reason why more is better, or better is better, 
or new is better or different is better. 


Enough becomes a choice, not a measure of science. 
The essence of choice is that it belongs to each of us. And if you decide you have enough, then you do. 


And with that choice comes a remarkable sort of freedom. The freedom to be still, to become aware and to stop hiding from the 
living that’s yet to be done. 


Gerry's NNP Presentation at 4:00 PM ET 
One final reminder that | will be presenting today at the NNP Symposium at 4:00 PM ET. 


Assembling a noteworthy Liberty Seated dime collection has been a multi-decade journey. In hindsight, the journey 
prepared me with the acquired knowledge to launch the GFRC business back in 2014. 


The presentation value will probably take place in the earlier slides as | share the initial planning and strategies behind 
this collection. Sure, discussing the collection itself will be fun along with important highlights. I'm also looking forward 
to the Q&A session. 


One final point before | move on to the next Blog segment. Mentorship was paramount during this set building journey. 
I've not made mention of this point as the slides are reviewed for the final time. | wish to give an all important shout out to 
the three individuals who helped make this journey so successful since not employing a dealer's consulting services. 


Brian Greer - The numismatic hobby and importance of relationships 
Chris Pilliod - The science of metallurgy and originality 


Jim O'Donnell - Liberty Seated dime date rarities and the importance of full strike 


Global Financial News 


China's "Zero Covid" policy is under full assault with Shanghai in a complete lock down and generating 20,000 new cases 
per day. Nearly 200 million people in China are in lock-down across 23 cities. The following Seeking Alpha article is a 
must read. 


What was supposed to be a staggered nine-day lock-down in Shanghai is morphing into something bigger, with a record of 20K 
daily new coronavirus cases reported in China's largest city on Thursday. The restrictions have since grown in severity and have 
been extended to the entire city. There are even reports of food and healthcare shortages, price gouging and parents being forced 
to separate from their children. 


Quote: "Basically everything else is not moving but is being diverted away from Shanghai to other parts of China," said Mads 
Ravn, global head of air freight procurement at transport and logistics giant DSV. "It's affecting every commodity you can think of 
and will have a global effect on almost every trade." 


Mainland bottlenecks can result in ocean shipping delays due to the buildup in orders and goods. As the virus spreads to more 
cities and provinces, alternate shipping channels may also be disrupted by lock-down measures, further weighing on the global 
supply chain. While China has conducted zero-COVID lock-downs before, they have never been on this scale, hitting important 
manufacturing, financial and logistical regions all at once. Note that 88% of the country's 1.4B population have been fully 
vaccinated with jabs from providers like Sinovac and Sinopharm, according to the National Health Commission of the PRC. 


Analyst commentary: "The COVID situation in China has deteriorated at an alarming pace, but abandoning zero-COVID now 
could be perceived as conceding that the strategy did not work in the first place," Nomura economist Ting Lu said before the 
Shanghai lock down began last month. "With the much worsening pandemic and Beijing's resolution in maintaining its [zero- 
COVID strategy], we believe China's 'around 5.5%' GDP growth target this year is becoming increasingly unrealistic." Nomura now 
estimates that 23 cities and nearly 200M people are under full or partial lock down across China. 


U.S. equity markets saw a volatile trading session on Thursday but managed to close the day with slight gains. Today's 
morning market futures are slightly optimistic. 


In Asia, Japan +0.4%. Hong Kong +0.3%. China +0.5%. India +0.7%. 
In Europe, at midday, London +0.8%. Paris +1.1%. Frankfurt +1.1%. 
Futures at 6:20, Dow +0.3%. S&P +0.2%. NASDAQ +0.3%. 


WTI crude pricing continues to hold the line at slightly under the $100/bbI mark while spot gold inched up to $1936/oz. 
Bitcoin also remains flat at $43,539. 


The 10 Year long bond interest rate continues its slow advance at 2.67% 


Wrapping Up The Blog 
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GFRC will be shipping this morning as the order channel resumed on Thursday. Otherwise, | will be processing Eclectic 
Auction Sale images throughout the day and will take a break at 4:00 PM for the NNP presentation. 


That is all she wrote on a Friday. Thank-you for stopping by and being regular readers. 


Be well! 


Thursday April 7, 2022 


Insights into Building a Condition Census Liberty Seated Dime Collection by 
Gerry Fortin 


Here Come Baltimore New Purchases - In No Particular Order... 
and 
Fresh CAC Approved $20 Gold to Consider 


Greetings on a Thursday morning and welcome to another Daily Blog edition. Your ongoing visits are appreciated! 


Let's kick off today's edition with an email comment that arrived during the overnight hours and deserves some 
recognition. 


I'm glad you returned safely from your trip. | still don't know where you get all that energy to travel at our age. 


Where do | get all the energy to operate GFRC and travel to coin shows? The response is simple; passion and 
commitment. Sure it was a bit taxing when driving for 15 hours last Tuesday from Venice to Baltimore followed by 
checking into a run down Days Inn. | would be lying to say otherwise. Long road trips are not much fun. What is fun is the 
destination's event. Setting up and operating at a large coin show could be considered as being at the pinnacle of the 
numismatic hobby. 


Once on the bourse, coin dealer must utilize years of learned experience to help collectors with their hobby. Those that 
do this task well prosper and enjoy a long term career. Knowledge and credibility are paramount along with considerable 
patience. Operating on a bourse floor is energizing and a test of accumulated skills. Rendering rapid purchase decisions 
for four and five figure coins takes self confidence along with knowledge. Mistakes will be made as incremental learning 
opportunities. 


Secondly, a coin dealer's existence is based on servicing the needs of customers and long term clients. Some dealers are 
primary focused on making money. This was evident when someone walked up to the GFRC table with a raw and badly 
whizzed 1856 dime in a 1.5 x 1.5 cardboard holder with $640 asking price and a sale markdown to $560. The dime was 
graded MS64. It is disturbing that a coin dealer would be so dishonest and pray on the inexperienced collector. But this 
happens all the time with certain dealers operating with the buyer beware philosopher. If you are inexperienced and 
unaware, you are fair game for deceit. The shame is on you for not knowing better. 


Prominently successful coin dealers are well known for taking care of their clients. There in lies the passion and 
commitment. Watching a collector grow his/her skills over years is incredibly rewarding and a important reason why | 
find the energy to continue the GFRC business regardless of age. Case in point is a father and son collecting team that 
visits the GFRC Baltimore booth regularly on Saturday mornings. I've watched this young man mature into a 
sophisticated collector. Same with the husband and wife collecting team from PA that are now embarked on a $2.5 
Liberty gold collecting journey. One can feel their acquisition enjoyment and their trust for my consulting as the set 
matures. 


In summary, traveling to coin shows is best described as awful. Being at a coin show is a joy. 


Insights into Building a Condition Census Liberty Seated Dime Collection 


Friday (tomorrow) at 4:00 PM brings my newest Newman Numismatic Portal Symposium presentation. | took this 
presentation seriously and plan to share important collecting insights that may benefit many of those who take the time 
to attend. 


To whet your appetite, following is the NNP title slide and my opening topics slide for review. Please remember that the 
presentation is at 4:00 PM ET tomorrow. This will be a 24 slide presentation followed by the usual Q&A session (the best 
part of an NNP sharing). Len Augsburger will be facilitating the session. 


https://www.seateddimevarieties.com/Blog_Archives/April2022.htm 75/89 


6/22/22, 8:44 AM Gerry Fortin Rare Coins - Gerry's Daily Blog 


Fe 


is 
INSIGHTS INTO BUILDING A 
CONDITION ¢ 


GFRC Gerry Fortin’s Liberty Seated Dime Collection 


AUCTIONS A Multi-Decade Journey 


= 


Discussion of a three-decade project that culminates in a top tier personal 
Liberty Seated Dime collection (circulation strikes with major varieties). Topics 
include: 


* Personal Background and Setting a Long-Term Collecting Goal 
* Disciplined Execution Plan and How the Set was Funded 


* Collection Overview and Select Highlights 


Here Come Baltimore New Purchases - In No Particular Order... 
Today's primary Blog segment brings two new purchases gallery displays. 


The first is a random lot of Whitman Baltimore show new purchases that pulled from storage boxes and photographed on 
Tuesday. Since giving the Eclectic Auction Sale priority attention, only a few of these lots were posted to the price list on 
Wednesday. The balance will appear today on the 30 Day Price List. 


Already the 1881-CC Morgan is on hold along with a pricing inquiry for the 1890-CC $20 Liberty gold piece. Please pay 
special attention to the 1847 J-105 Seated quarter that is an unquestionable gem. Yesterday brought a 40 piece CAC 
submission but without this 1847 quarter as my oversight. Yes, | have this one priced strong but an in-hand inspection 
will convince that the asking price is more than fair. 


These galleries just begin to the scratch the surfaces with respect to the broad scope of new purchases that will be 
forthcoming during April and well into the month of May. 


Here Come Baltimore New Purchases - In No Particular Order... 
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1840 No Drapery PCGS MS64 CAC H10C 1847 PCGS AU58 25C 


1881-CC NGC MS64 CAC $1 Fatty 1853 PCGS AU58 G$2.5 


1835 Rev Cud JR-2 NGC VG10 10C 1810 0-101 PCGS VF30 50C 1884-CC NGC MS64 
CAC $1 
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Fresh CAC Approved $20 Gold to Consider 
1890-CC PCGS AU50 CAC G$20 


1896 PCGS MS63 CAC G$20 1909/8 PCGS AU58 CAC G$20 
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Global Financial News 

Investors were in a risk off mode on Wednesday once it became apparent that the Federal Reserve will move into a 
quantitative tightening era towards reducing its bloated balance sheet (nearly 1/3 the size of current U.S. debt). High tech 
companies suffered the largest losses with the NASDAQ dropping to 13,888. 


Morning market futures indicate that U.S. markets will try to recover some of Wednesday losses but my gut is that the 
initial buying optimism will be short lived as the day progresses. 


In Asia, Japan -1.7%. Hong Kong -1.2%. China -1.4%. India -1%. 
In Europe, at midday, London flat. Paris +0.7%. Frankfurt +0.6%. 
Futures at 6:20, Dow +0.1%. S&P +0.3%. NASDAQ +0.5%. 


Otherwise, little is changed for our favorite commodities and Bitcoin. WTI crude is slightly down to $97/bbl while spot 
gold remains stuck at $1931/oz. Bitcoin is trading at $43,408. 
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The 10 Year U.S. Treasury bond yield has softened a tad to 2.58% 


Wrapping Up The Blog 


Today brings a long day in the GFRC office working on the Eclectic Auction Sale images along with posting new 
purchases to the price list. 


There is little else to share at this point. Be well! 


Wednesday April 6, 2022 
GFRC Purchases Condition Census 1805 Draped Bust Half Dime 
Eclectic Auction Sale Lots Entirely Posted 
and 


Hints of Whitman Baltimore New Purchases 


No Buyer’s Fee + Flexible Reserves 


ONLINE 
AUCTIONS 


Integrated Auction & Retail Sales 


GFRC Online Auctions Open 


for Spring 2022 Consignments 


Gerry Fortin 207-329-9957 
gerry@seateddimevarieties.com 


Greetings and welcome to another edition of the Daily Blog. I'm pleased that you could stop by. 
Let's open today's edition with some good news, bad news from Hall Implement concerning the new JD2038R tractor. 


Now that the Fortins have moved up the Maine transition by a week, an email was sent to Bob Jackman at Hall Implement 
for working through the physical transfer of the JD2025R trade in tractor and the delivery of Johnny2. Usually Bob will 
reply promptly to my emails. However, there was silence on Monday which signaled something being wrong. Yesterday 
brought the good news, bad news response. The JD2038R has been delivered and the rear tires filled. The 220R Self 
Leveling front loader will be delivered this week. So far, so good! However, the bad news is that the 270B backhoe has a 
projected delivery date of June 2. 


The 270B backhoe is an integral part of the JD2038R tractor for a host of reasons including rear ballast weight. Without 
the backhoe, it makes no sense to surrender the JD2025R and take Johnny2 delivery. Bob agreed and we will stay close 
on this matter. Bob was made aware that | will be using the JD2025R during May to continue graveling the back acreage 
walking trails and moving cut tree limbs as the barn project is initiated. As soon as the 270B backhoe is delivered and 
installed, the trade-in and new purchase will be consummated. So life goes on. I'm lucky to have an existing tractor to 
keep the Ledge Hill Trails projects moving forward. 


GFRC Purchases Condition Census 1805 Draped Bust Half Dime 
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Old time service is an important aspect of the GFRC business. | am pleased to be flexible when supporting the needs of 
top clients given their long term commitment to my humble business. 


At the Whitman Baltimore show, | was approached by a top consignor for help with purchasing a dream coin. The 
purchase was substantial and could be partially funded by existing Trading Desk credit. Key was acting quickly before 
this condition census gem was acquired by another party at the show. After a brief conversation laying out the terms and 
a firm handshake, | walked over to a dealer's table and wrote a substantial check for the following coin. Mintage is 15,600 
from a single die pair. This little gem is CAC Pop 2 at grade with one finer. 


GFRC Acquires a Condition Census Rarity for Client 
1805 LM-1 PCGS AU58 CAC H10C 


Congratulations go out to the Twin Lakes Collection for making an acquisition of a lifetime! I'm certainly enjoying having 
this gorgeous Draped Bust half dime hanging out in the office... 


Eclectic Auction Sale Lots Entirely Posted 


Tuesday brought day long attention to the forthcoming Eclectic Liberty Seated Quarter Auction Sale including the 
inclusion of additional lots for expanding the auction's scope and hopefully, drawing even more collector attention. At 
this point, the auction lots have been frozen. I'm sorry, but GFRC Online Auctions must move forward with sale 
preparations as a priority without the interruptions that incremental lots will bring. 


Please check the scrollable table at the top right to view the final Eclectic Auction Sale listings which now total 85 pieces. 
The sale now includes six Liberty Seated dimes (most are web-book plate coins) and seven Liberty Seated halves. Yes, 
this will be an all Liberty Seated coinage sale event. 


Venice weather was ideal for photography on Tuesday with bright sunshine and a high of 84F. There were multiple 
photography session followed by spending most of the afternoon conducting image alignment plus an initial round of 
color balancing. Up next is a screen capture of my Paint Shop Pro application with a visual status report for the Eclectic 
sale images. Much progress was realized in a day's time. 


https://www.seateddimevarieties.com/Blog_Archives/April2022.htm 81/89 


6/22/22, 8:44 AM Gerry Fortin Rare Coins - Gerry's Daily Blog 


[DR Fle Eat view find Imagetve Capture Window Help 


neus i] Haim 
cla 
Bl ic CD 
: & @ , : ) © 
si. i2reau |) OSCN2TEu Hil oscnzv7am 
+! oo. ——— = a ————— = = — = 
i Oe 
| do 
¢ Far 
r & or DSCN27E4 DSCNZ7ET DSCN27S0M |] DSCNZ7SIa || DScNZTSOM OScn2794M |] DSCNZ795W |] DscNzrs6w || OSCUZTETM 
Z|. | 
4: : | 
a 
uy q x y | ; 
wv. | oscvziou |) OscN2enN ¥ oscnzeo7 |] Dscrzmen |] OScHZIA scan || dscuzm2n |] oscranaw || oscvameu 
Al. i | | 
a w : | OSCN217 a 8 (820. EI OSCNZEC3 DSCNS DSN OSCN2EC? DSCNZB2S. DSC ez DSN 
ao | | 
3 | 7 OSCN2833 a ae Ed ODSCNzagsu |] DSCNZBOw SCN 2841 OSCN2842 td OSCH2843 a DSCNZB44 ot DSCN2B45 wt DSCNIS46 
oh | ; 
= 
> 
F D | oscvasu |) OSCNZES0 NH iasew ||_C Oscnzissn |] oscuaisew || oscuanse || OScvzsdu |] oscnzsau || Dscuzmon || Oscuamte || OScNzmou 
4 
on 
2 » | OSCN2365. OSCN225 Eats OSCNZB71 OSCNZsi2a OSNZeTa OSONZe7a OSCN2E73 a DSCNZBTE. DSCN2e77.e DSCNZE7E 


ccce 
« 
oat 7B 


c> 


I'm certain that a few sharp eyed Blog readers will count the number of images in this pictorial and conclude that not all 
85 lots are displayed. You would be correct as there remains another 25 or so coins to photographed today. 


Hints of Whitman Baltimore New Purchases 


The Whitman Baltimore show was an outstanding buying event due to be offered coins by multiple collectors. Not only 
did GFRC spend time buying in the hotel room, the Baltimore Convention Center pre-show ballrooms, but also via private 
transactions with several collectors. There was also incremental buying as coins walked up to the bourse table. When 
considering Baltimore new purchases and those remaining from the March 150 piece collection purchase, there are over 
three double row slabbed boxes of fresh coins waiting for display in the Daily Blog and for 30 Day Price List posting. 


Here are three random highlights to whet your appetite. The 1855 G$2.5 has already been offered to a client as is not 
available. 


Initial Whitman Baltimore New Purchase Highlights 
1823 O-101a Patched 3, PCGS MS62 CAC 50C 


1894-O NGC AU58 CAC $1 1855 NGC AU58 CAC G$2.5 
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Global Financial News 
The Federal Reserve gives it and takes it away..... 


Equity markets are in for some rough waters in the coming month as the Federal Reserve takes serious action to control 
inflation. Following is an extract for a Seeking Alpha article that discusses how the Federal Reserve will begin removing 
“QE monies" from the U.S. economy via "quantitative tightening". Quantitative Tightening literally sucks extra investment 
capital out of equity markets. Higher interest rates will also slow down the amount of investment leverage conducted via 
margin purchases. 


Investors have been hit with an early surprise before the release of today's FOMC minutes, which were supposed to give some 
clues about a reduction of the central bank's $9T balance sheet following a quarter-point rate hike in March. The clues are no 
longer needed. Fed Vice Chair Lael Brainard pre-empted the minutes on Tuesday by saying a "rapid" reduction could happen as 
soon as May, calling the move "of paramount importance" to bring down inflationary forces, while the Fed is "prepared to take 
stronger action if indicators show such action is warranted." 


Supply and demand: Treasury yields shot up on the news, climbing 14 basis points yesterday to settle at 2.55%. Things kept going 
overnight, with the yield breaching the 2.6% level after rising 10 bps to 2.65%. When the Fed (the biggest buyer of Treasuries) 
reduces its balance sheet, the market is flooded with supply, meaning prices go down and yields go up (the two have an inverse 
relationship). As in most markets, current yields factor in future conditions, and all of those are now pointing to a faster pace of 
quantitative tightening. 


Besides pulling liquidity from the financial system, another catalyst weighing on the bond market was a fresh sanctions package 
announced by the EU that proposed a ban on coal imports from Russia. The elevated commodity prices that are likely to ensue will 
drive inflation even higher, weighing further on the Treasury market (which is strongly linked to inflation). There's also a 78% 
chance the Fed will raise its key rate by half a percentage point in May - a pace it hasn't used since 2000 - on top of the median 
estimate of seven rate increases this year. 


Go deeper: The developments saw equities lose some of their steam, with stock valuations ballooning over the last decade 
alongside Fed balance sheets. There are further fears of slowing growth amid inverted yield curves, while Deutsche Bank has 
even become the first big bank to forecast a U.S. recession that begins in 2023. "We no longer see the Fed achieving a soft 
landing,” wrote economists led by Matthew Luzzetti. "It is now clear that price stability... is likely to only be achieved through a 
restrictive monetary policy stance that meaningfully dents demand.” 

U.S. equity markets dipped on Tuesday with that selling continuing today based on morning market futures. 

In Asia, Japan -1.6%. Hong Kong -1.9%. China flat. India -0.9%. 

In Europe, at midday, London -0.3%. Paris -1.4%. Frankfurt -1.4%. 

Futures at 6:20, Dow -0.5%. S&P -0.7%. Nasdaq -1.1%. 


WTI crude opens that the day at $103.50/bbI while spot gold is trading is a very tight range at $1929/oz. Bitcoin has 
dipped slightly to $45,230. 


As mentioned in the Seeking Alpha article, the 10 Year U.S. Treasury yield has risen to 2.65% 
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Wrapping Up The Blog 


Another long day in the office awaits me so best to get started. Thanks again for checking in at the Daily Blog. Be well! 


Tuesday April 5, 2022 
GFRC Consignor Accounts Fully Updated 
and 


The Growing Eclectic Liberty Seated Quarter Auction Sale! 


Greetings once again from the Venice office and welcome to another Daily Blog edition. Thank-you for stopping by. 


There is a bit of relief this morning after a long Monday in the GFRC office. Yes, the Newman Numismatic Portal 
Symposium presentation is completed and ready for a delivery this Friday at 4:00 PM. | sincerely hope that Blog readers 
will be able to attend as a three decade set building journey is shared. 


Much of the day found me sitting on the office floor sorting through the Whitman Baltimore inventory. Removing new 
purchases from the show inventory boxes was accomplished while merging unsold coins back into the regular office 
inventory. Yes, those tight fitting baseball plastic sleeves were added to each TPG holder during the sorting process. 


The next step in the office re-organization process is merging Whitman new purchases inventory with those pieces that 
remained behind in the office. Being able to locate sales items towards fulfillment of online orders is paramount along 
with deciding which new purchases will be given priority in the photography and posting loop. Call me demented or over 
organized but a well managed office requires strict inventory control to be able to efficiently service customers orders 
while processing new purchases. 


Shout Out to GFRC Whitman Baltimore Staff 


Before moving further in today's Blog, an important shout out to the GFRC Whitman Baltimore table staff is warranted. 
Dan White and Rich Hundertmark did a fantastic job servicing customer needs at the show. Both have years of 
numismatic skills to respond to customer questions while handling direct show sales. Dan spent most of this time at the 
U.S. gold cases while Rich worked the copper and smaller denomination silver tables sections. 


On Thursday, Len Augsburger was firmly planted in front of the GFRC Online Auction display case. When not sharing the 
Eclectic Auction Sale lots with potential bidders, Len was absorbed with reviewing each item and taking notes for the 
forthcoming auction descriptions. His effort will save me time during the description input template building process. 


Truly special is our 5:00 PM social and adult beverage hour prior to closing down the booth. Dan brought a bottle of High 
Claire Castle gin for Wednesday and Thursday relaxation while Rich brought out a bottle of Jim Beam on Friday. Rich 
also shared cheese, pepperoni and crackers on Thursday and Friday while we indulged in our favorite spirits. 


Manning a GFRC table from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM brings a long day. The 5:00 PM social hour has become a tradition for 
decompressing from a long day of quick buying decisions and servicing a host of client needs. 


GFRC Consignor Accounts Fully Updated 


Monday morning found me loading all Whitman show sales into the COIN system. This step is critical for removing sold 
coins from the price list and Collectors Corner. Secondly, with all sales loaded into COIN, consignors can now log into 
MyAccounts and which of their consigned items were sold. I'm certain that there will be many pleased consignors once 
aware of the Baltimore show sales. 


Once GFRC's bank account settles down after Monday check and cash deposits, | will start writing a host of consignment 
checks during the balance of the week. If checking in over at the Consign page, readers will promptly note that GFRC is 
quickly approaching the $11,000,000 consignor proceeds milestone. 


The Whitman Baltimore show brought several new consignments. The Union Bridge Collection is back with another 
round of Liberty Seated type pieces plus some lovely U.S. gold type pieces. The Southern Texas Collection transferred 


another round of duplicate Liberty Seated quarter and halves. Ditto for the Saw Mill Run Collection with his Liberty 
Seated quarter duplicates heading into the Eclectic Auction Sale. 


The Growing Eclectic Liberty Seated Quarter Auction Sale! 
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You Ain't Seen Nothing Yet was a popular 1974 Bachman Turner Overdrive song that comes to mind as | begin to share 
the new additions to the already posted Eclectic Liberty Seated Quarter Auction Sale contents. Following is the current 
list of new offerings that were taken in at the Whitman Baltimore show and via USPS delivery. 


- Important 1870-CC PCGS VF30 and 1871-CC NGC F15 key dates with the latter piece being a near-gem at the assigned 
grade. 


- Arare 1842-0 Small Date PCGS VF35 offering plus recently arrived 1851-O NGC AU50 lot 

- 1847 PCGS EF45 CAC, 1868 PCGS VF30 CAC, and 1876-S PCGS AU53 CAC quarters from the Saw Mill Run Collection 
- Finest known 1849/1849 FS-301 NGC MS64 Liberty Seated half 

- And...an 1841-O F-101 Closed Bud Large O NGC F15 CAC Seated dime 


With the arrival of the 1841-O F-101 Closed Bud transitional dime, | will probably add a few more CAC approved Seated 
dime from my personal reference collection to further spice up the auction sale. 


Please keep watching the scrollable table at the upper right of the Daily Blog page as | will have all new auction lots 
added to that list by end of day. 


Global Financial News 

Not being mentioned by the American news media is the growing Covid outbreak in Shanghai. Beijing's zero tolerance 
policy for Covid infections has led to the closing down of Shanghai. Individuals that find themselves in Shanghai for a 
short business stay are unable to leave. Monday's reported cases increased to over 13,000 in a single day with the 
Chinese Army rolling into the city to establish testing camps that can screen 100s of thousands of people per day. Covid 
also continues to rage in Jilin province with some cases now appearing in Beijing. 


U.S. equity markets enjoyed a strong trading day on Monday with the NASDAQ climbing to 14,532 and the S&P 500 again 
approaching the 4,600 level. Morning market futures are indicating a flat to slight downward trading open at 9:30 AM. 


You can see below that the Shanghai stock exchange is closed due to Covid. 
In Asia, Japan +0.2%. Hong Kong closed. China closed. India -0.7%. 

In Europe, at midday, London +0.3%. Paris -1.3%. Frankfurt -0.5%. 

Futures at 6:20, Dow -0.2%. S&P -0.2%. Nasdaq -0.1%. 


WTI crude is back over the $100 mark with a morning quote of $104/bbI. Spot gold continues to operate in a tight trading 
range at $1933/oz. Bitcoin is holding recent gains at $46,640. 


The 10 Year U.S. Treasury bond yield is back to 2.45%. 


Wrapping Up The Blog 
Eclectic Auction Sale photography takes precedence today and hopefully Venice afternoon weather will cooperate. In the 


next 72 hours, Blog readers should see considerable progress at the Auction link page. My strategy is to again build the 
online auction catalog in real time as it is believed that potential bidders enjoy the frequent visits and growing suspense. 


So ends today's Blog edition. Again, there is so much to get done today and during the remaining time before the Fortins 
head back to Maine. Shortly, the office transition schedule will be announced. 


Thanks for checking in and being regular readers. Be well. 


Monday April 4, 2022 
Back in the GFRC Office - Feeling Slightly Overwhelmed 
and 


Moving Up The Maine Transition 


Greetings from the GFRC Venice office and welcome the Daily Blog. That is correct, the D-A-I-L-Y Blog. My apology for 
not being able to keep up with the Daily Blog while traveling and conducting business in Baltimore. 
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What a long intense week it has been traveling to and back from Baltimore along with managing the GFRC business 
during that time-frame. Sunday's 12 hour return trip to Venice was thankfully smooth and uneventful. Dan and | arrive to 
the Auburn Lakes condo shortly before 5:00 PM after departing from southern Virginia at 5:00 AM. The GFRCmobile 
(Acura MDX) continues to perform flawlessly and comes with sterling recommendations for those that need a spacious 
long distance vehicle. 


Back in the GFRC Office - Feeling Slightly Overwhelmed 


As mentioned in Saturday's Blog edition, the Spring 2022 Whitman Baltimore show was the best on record for my humble 
GFRC business. We bought aggressively and sold a host of inventory including a good number of aged better dates. I'm 
certain there will be many pleased consignors once the COIN system is updated and those that use the MyAccounts 
function take time to inspect their account status (please don't check until late Wednesday). 


The next 48 hours brings a ton of office administrative activities along with the repositioning of unsold and freshly 
purchase inventory. GFRC took in four new consignments at the show along with the promise for another substantial 
shipment in the coming week. Between the Eclectic Liberty Seated Half Dollar Collection Auction Sale lots, new 
purchases, and new consignments, I'm staring at roughly 180 new coins in inventory to be processed through the 
photography and image processing department alone. 


Before starting to send emails to request consignment reports along with other general inquiries please realize that the 
next two days bring the following task that must be completed promptly and accurately. 


- Finalizing the Newman Numismatic Portal presentation that will be delivered this Friday at 4:00 PM. For those that wish 
to garner insights on the process for assembling my core Liberty Seated Dime collection since 1990, this is the 
presentation to attend. Since not being a wealthy individual with endless financial resources, there was no luxury for 
having a private dealer assembling a set for me. Individuals like Gardner and DL Hansen are in a position to pay the fees 
for this type of service. The Gerry Fortin collection has been a three decade long personal journey as a self reliant 
collector with constant upgrading and prompt selling of duplicates. | would not have it any other way! This presentation 
will provide detailed insights on the commitments that were necessary to build a condition consensus collection that | 
would proudly display with those of Tom Bender or DL Hansen. During October 2013, the set was displayed along side 
the Eugene Gardner Collection at the New Hampshire Coin Expo. The secret is firm discipline and persistence with the 
focus being on the Liberty Seated dimes themselves and not TPG labels. There are always candidates that appear on the 
market to move the set upward on a registry set leader board. Many of those candidates are inferior in terms of strike or 
eye appeal. | hope that a substantial number of Blog readers will attend the Friday 4:00 PM NNP presentation to capture 
my insights. 


- Loading Baltimore sales into the COIN system along with shipping those lots that saw check payment arrivals while 
away from the office. Once the COIN system is uploaded with Baltimore sales, the online price list will be refreshed 
coupled with Collectors Corner listings. 


- Next comes the removal of all Baltimore new purchases from the inventory boxes. A portion will be heading to CAC 
later in the week while the balance will be photographed. 


- The entire Eclectic Liberty Seated Half Dollar Collection Auction Sale event must be photographed as a top priority. 
Blog readers can expect the online auction catalog construction to start appearing later this week. Len Augsburger 
already has taken detail notes while hosting the auction lot display this past Thursday in Baltimore. 


- There are multiple exciting new purchases by Gerry and Dan White that deserve their own Daily Blog segments during 
the coming days. Please keep checking in.... 


- Finally, | am feeling overwhelmed given the substantial workload. Viewed as a whole, the tasks are staggering. However, 
each task will be executed in a controlled manner. Please don't expect to see new purchases posted online during the 
next 48 hours as this is just not possible. 


By Thursday, the GFRC office will be back to normal operations. 


Moving Up The Maine Transition 

Adding to that feeling of being overwhelmed is the forthcoming barn permitting and construction project. After a 
discussion with Diane, we have decided to return back to Maine one week earlier than planned. This will allow time for 
meeting with Hancock Lumber in Windham for adjusting one of their standard barn kits to our specialized requirements 
along with initiating the Town of Raymond permitting process. There is much involved with moving forward with this 
project including the site preparation work by Dave Wilkinson and his trusty excavator. 


Please keep watching the Daily Blog for the Maine transition schedule announcement. 


Global Financial News 
Little has changed in a week's time concerning U.S. equity markets 
The major U.S. indices are pretty much where they were last week at this time with WTI crude oil pricing having pulled 


back to a tad under $100/bbl. Spot gold prices are flat week on week at $1930/0z while Bitcoin is quoting at $46,000. The 
10 Year U.S. Treasury bond yield is also flat at 2.40%. 
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Morning market futures are pointing to a slightly upwards basis at 9:30 AM. 


In Asia, Japan +0.3%. Hong Kong +2.1%. China closed. India +2.3%. 
In Europe, at midday, London +0.2%. Paris +0.4%. Frankfurt +0.2%. 


Futures at 6:20, Dow +0.1%. S&P +0.2%. NASDAQ +0.3%. 


Wrapping Up The Blog 
Let's end the Daily Blog at this point to enable a quick start to the day. 


Today's responses to email inquiries might be a tad slow given the office workload. | need your understanding on this 
matter. 


Thank-you for hanging in there while the Daily Blog took a much needed break. Be well! 


Saturday April 2, 2022 
Yes, | Am Alive! 
and 


GFRC Enjoys Fantastic Baltimore Show 


Greetings from the Whitman Baltimore show bourse floor on a Saturday morning. 
For the many Daily Blog readers wondering on my status during the past two days, let me assure you that | am still alive! 


Yes, I've broken my streak of always publishing a Blog update at major coins as many customers and clients love to stay 
close to the bourse action via my Blog reporting. This Baltimore show event has been an intensely busy affair with a long 
night's sleep warranted for recharging energy for the following day. 


Let's recap the week so far. Monday brought packing of GFRC inventory and show accessories plus customer pick-up 
orders. Tuesday brought a 15 hour drive from Venice Florida to Baltimore. At 7:45 AM on Wednesday, GFRC did its first 
large new purchases deal worth $65,000. The balance of Wednesday morning led to more large deals being reviewed and 
purchased. If that was not enough, at 5:00 PM, the GFRC team hit the Whitman Baltimore bourse floor for booth setup. 


Thursday and Friday brought full days behind the booth with robust dealing. By 5:30 PM, Rich Hundertmark broken out 
snacks and adult beverages. Once closing down the booth, we were off to the Pratt St Ale House for dinner followed by 
heading to bed. 


GFRC purchased a host of fresh coins at the show. In between meeting and dealing with customers, | worked diligently 
within the booth "office" to get those new purchases loaded into the COIN system followed by being promptly placed into 
the showcases. The mental action was non-stop. 


Here is an image of the GFRC staff enjoying a well deserved dinner on Thursday evening at the Pratt St. Ale House. Note 
the healthy dinner selections. 
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GFRC Enjoys Fantastic Baltimore Show 


I'm pleased to report to the readership that the numismatic market continues to roar along based on Baltimore show 
results. 


GFRC broke all its prior spending records for new purchases at this show and spent over $200,000 on new coins. That 
dear readers is a substantial gap up in spending for a single coin show. 


Sales were also at a record level for a Baltimore event. 


The Eclectic Liberty Seated Quarter Auction Sale display was the top destination on Booth 818. Many individuals spent 


time on Thursday and Friday previewing this exciting auction event. More coins have been consigned for the auction with 


notable highlights including 1842-O Small Date PCGS VF35, 1870-CC PCGS VF30, and 1871-CC NGC F15 water lots. This 
auction will also include Liberty Seated dime and half dollar offerings too. Several were consigned at the show while 
others are being shipping to the Venice office. 


For those that are interested in the day by day events, Thursday was the slower of the two days. The bourse never 
attained a loud buzz on Thursday with floor attendance being lower than expectations. Friday brought a seismic shift 
with a rip roaring non-stop busy day. How I wished to have Diane here to handle receipt writing. There were times when | 
has three customers queued for receipt generation along with other individuals wanting my consulting attention. It was 
just crazy. | can't say enough good things about the support from Dan White and Rich Hundertmark as table assistants. A 
shout out goes to Greg Johnson for the daily Jimmy John lunch runs and for hosting Roy and Alex Ash at the auction 
display case. Len Augsburger did a great job hosting the auction display on Thursday while managing to take notes on 
all the auction lots. 


Wrapping Up The Blog 

The time is now 10:00 AM with the bourse opening to the public. It is best to wrap up today's edition at this point and 
shift focus to loading even more new purchases into the COIN system and hosting those that will arrive promptly to the 
GFRC booth. 


Thanks for stopping by at the Blog. There may not be a Blog edition on Sunday morning but you can rest assured that | 
will be back into the regular publishing mode starting on Monday morning. Thanks for your understanding. Be well! 


™% GFRC, 225 Valley Rd, Raymond, Maine 04071-6163 207-329-9957 @ gerry@seateddimevarieties.com 
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